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Ox the 26th of laſt December his Majeſty, by a 


gracious meſſage to both Houſes of Parliament, 


communicated with the utmoſt concern, the abrupt 


termination of the late negotiation with France, and 
directed the details of the embaſly to be laid before 
them for their conſideration. 

Upon this occaſion it appeared, that the negotia- 
tion had terminated upon a difference totally uncon- 
nected with the original cauſes of the war. It was 
manifeſt, that this country had completely aban- 
doned the principles which, in the face of all Eu- 
rope, the great confederacy againſt France had 
aſſigned as the juſtification of hoſtilities. The return 
of peace (now removed to an incalculable diſtance) 
turned entirely upon territorial ceſhons, neither in 
fact nor in principle conteſted at the time of the 
rupture, but which, as will appear by the following 
Pages, were put at the feet of Great-Britain, as the 
arbitreſs of univerſal tranquillity. 

This was our condition. The object of the cons 
teſt totally ſunk, but the conteſt continuing without 
proſpect of concluſion ; one hundred millions of 


debt added to the former grievous weight of national 


incumbrances; many channels of our commerce 
obſtructed, and our manufactures ſuffering in pro- 
portion; objects of revenue within the pale of luxury 
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threatening unproduction, from the neceſſity of ex- 
tending them bey ond what luxuries will carry; 
whilſt the finews of the laborious poor were crack- 
ing under the burdens already impoſed upon all the 
neceſſarics of life. 

The Engliſh people had heretofore been charac- 
teriſed by an extreme jealouſy of their Ggycrnment ; 
by a diſpoſition rather ig magnity, and even to ima- 
gine evils, than to ſubmit without inquiry to actual 
and unexampled calamities. A great public ſenſa- 
tion might, therefore, have been expected from ſuch 
a conjuncture; more cſpecially as the near approach 
of peace had bcen induſtriouſly circulated and anxi- 
oully anticipated; yet, as far as I have been able to. 
Inform myſelf, no public cvent of any magnitude 
ever appcarcd to be reccived with more perfect in- 
difference and unconcern. Inſtead of any deſire to 
queſtion the prudence of the public councils, to re- 
view the . paſt, or to provide for the future, it ap- 
pcared to be more than ever the prevailing, and 
ſeemingly exulting maxim, that Government mult 
be ſupported ; mixed too with a conſiderable degree 
of bitterneſs againſt all who queſtioned its pro- 
ccedings. 

Tbat Government mull be ſupported, is a maxim 
juſtand incontrq; ertible, when properly underſtood. 
But the Adminiſtration and the Government have of 
late been confounded and identified. A change in 
the one is confidered as a ſubverſion of the other ; 
and a diſpofition to remove abuſes, under any regu- 
lations, is accounted, even by thoſe who admit and 
Jament their exiftence, as an attack upon the Con- 
ſtitution which ſuffers from them. 

L is from iis wide-fpread ſenſation that the ar: - 
thors of our preſent calamitics are cheriſhed and 
ſupported, even by thoſe who conder:a them; whilt 
ibey who ich wiſdom and perſeverance have oppoſed 

all 
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all che meaſures whlch produced them are diſ- 
coumenanced and diſtruſted. «, 

Such an unnatural change in the feelings and cha- 
ractors of Engliſhmen has naturally given riſe to 
Tneculations upon 1ts cauſes. It is impoſhble to 
aſcribe it wholly either to the general increaſe of 
luxury, or to the cnormous increaſe of the Crown's 
influence: theſe are capable, indeed, of producin 
great changes in the public character, and are aſi 
producing them; but their march is too flow to have 
reached ſo ſuddenly to the piich we are arrived at. 
The ftate of the public mind muſt therefore be other- 
wiſe accounted for, and anocher cauſe has according- 
ly been aſſigned for it—the phenomenon of the 
French revolution, and its mighty influence upon 
the higher orders of men. This is true in part; the 
French revolution is the cauſe, but not the onl 
cauſe : it would have probably ſubſided quickly, 
and with conſcquences extremely different, but for 
the cotemporary phenomenon of the power and 
character of the Britiſh Miniſter 

Within all our memories another great revolution 
had taken place, ſcarcely leſs ſtriking and extraordi- 
nary, as it applied to alarm the Government of 
Great-Britain. The foundaticn of Republican Ame- 
rica had a ſimilar, if not an equal tendency to pro- 
duce the ſame diſpoſition in the people to an indiſ- 
criminate ſupport of Miniſters. If degrees of com- 
pariſon were neceſſary to my argument, I might 
aſſert, that the era of the Amcrican war had even 
a more natural and obvious icendericy than the latter 
one in France to unite the landed and monicd inter- 
eſt of England in a blind ſupport of the Miniſters 
of the day. 


The revolution in America, like the revolution of 


France, exhibued to the world the danger of ſuffering 
the general grievances of a pcople, real or imaginary, 
to remain unredreſſed; but with this ſtriking differ- 
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ence—the revolution in Frances was the ſubverſion 
of a foreign Government; that of America was the 
deſtruction of our own ; the diſcontents that pro- 
ioked the French to reſiſtance were abuſes which 
could not be felt by Engliſhmen under any miſ- 
government; but the Americans were revolted ſub- 
Jes, and the cauſe of their revolt was the abuſes 
and corruptions in our own conſtitution ; the very 
abuſes and corruptions which are complained of to 
this hour. Yet ſo impoſſible is it to take any correct 
account of the events of the world, without aitcnd- 
ing to the characters of men who are thre actors in 
them; ſo vain is it to think of tracing civil conſe- 
quences from their cauſes, as if we were dcalin 
with the opcrations of matter, that, unleſs we look 
to the accidental impulſes ariſing from individual 
predominancy, we ſhould be conſtantly deceived. 
The American convulſion produced a ſenſation in 
England directly the reverſe of what is felt at this 
moment ; and the ſame man gave to the two events, 
ſo calculated to have produced correſponding effects, 
a direction and conſequences dimetrically oppoſite. 
With the one he rouſed the Briiſh democracy to 
threaten the corruptions of the other orders which 
had tainted and enſlaved it; with the other he now 
frightens the people into a ſurrender of their beſt 
privileges, and claims the title of an upright Miniſ- 
ter upon principles which he repeatedly and ſolemn- 
ly declared to be utierly inconſiſtent with the very 
cxiſtence of an upright adminiſtration. 

It may be ſaid that the two revolutions were very 
different. Very different indeed. It is now too 
late to rail at or fight with the one, and our railing 
and fighung have creatcd almoſt all the evils of the 
other. America and France began their revolution: 
pon thc ſame principles, but with very different 
fortuncz,. America had no ancient internal ariſto- 
eracy, France had nothirg elſe. America had to 
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contend with England only; a contention which 
gave her France to protect her: France had to con- 
tend againſt the world. When England had ex- 
hauſted and diſgraced herſelf, America was therefore 
free; but France had to exhauſt and diſgrace the 
world, and in the dreadful effort has been driven to 
extremities which frequently has diſgraced herſelf. 
But with theſe accidental differences the objets were 
the fame: diſcontent occationed by abuſes produced 


both revolutions. Both goverrments might have 


continued monarchical, if corrupt power would have 

ſubmitted to correction: they are now both free 
_ repreſeniative republics; and if corruption will not 
yet be correcicd, let her look to hexſelf. 

During the firſt of theſe great æras Mr. P1TT be- 
gan his public life, under circumſtances ſo [plendid 
and ſo honourable to himfelf, that, havingno perſonal 
enmity towards him, 1t 1s painful to me to recur to 
them; indeed, if any part of what is written here- 
after ſhall appear to be dictated by ſo unworthy a 


motive, I utterly and ſolemnly diſclaim it. I make 


no attack upon his private character; but the public 
exiſtence is at ſtake: Mr P1TT is a Miniſter in a 
moſt awful crifis: I feel a duty in examining his 
conduct in that capacity, and my public conduct in 
oppoſing him is equally open to the animadverſion of 
the world. It is only by looking back to the paſt 


that we can hope to correct the future; and when 


deluſion has overſpread a nation, the illumination of 
an angel would only darken it, unleſs the cauſes of 
it were firſt detected and expoſed. To obtain ſecu- 
rity for England, we muſt look back to the time 
when ſhe was at peace: we muſt examine the cauſes 
and progreſs of the war; muſt retrace all our ſteps; 
and look, if we dare, to what they lead. 

Towards the cloſe of the American war, Mr. 
PIT (a boy almoſt) ſaw the corrupt condition of 
Parliament, from the defect in the repreſentation 8 
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the people, with the eres of a mature ſtateſman: the 
eagle eyes of his father had ſeen it before him, and 
the thunder of his eloquence had made it iremble. 
Lord CHaTHam had detected and cxpoled the rank 
corruption of the Houſe of Commons as ihe ſole 
cauſe of that fa al quarrel, and left it as a legacy to 
his ſon to avenge and to correct them. The youth- 
ful exertions of Mr. PIII were worthy of the dele- 
1 rom my acquaintance with him, both be- 

re and upon his firſt entrance into public life, I 
have no doubt of his perfect fincerity in the cauſe he 
then undertook ; ns the maturity of his judgment, 


even at that time, with which I was well acquainted, 


ſecures his conduct from the raſhneſs of unthinking 
youth. His efforts are in the memory of the whole 
public, and their miſcariage at that time are not, in 
my opinion, to be impurcd to him. 

Corruption and abuſe, always uniform, oppoſed 
to Mr. Pirr's propoſi.ions of reformation the iden- 
tical objections which, anger his own auſpices, they 
oppoſe to all reformaiion now; and Parliament at 
that ttme, like the late Parliament, for motives 
which TI leave io cvery man's own reflection, re- 


jected reformation in all its ſhapes. Within ihe 


walls of the Houſe of Commons, the proprietors ot 
boroughs expreſſed their indignation (as they have 
lately, and as they would to-morrow) that ſuch a 
prepoſterous time ſhould be choſen for alteration, 


however wiſe or regulated, as the conclufion of the 


American war; the empire, they ſaid, had been rent 
aſunder by the fermentation of political opinions; 
that our coloniſts had become republicans ; and that 
if the door were oncc opened to changes, who 

ſhould preſcribe their limits? t 
Theſe arguments triumphed in the Houſe of 
Commons, but Mr. P1TT triumphed with the diſ- 
intereſted part of the nation. His arguments for 
chufing that criſis were convincing and unanſwer- 
able 


- purpoſe, that Mr. PI r firſt totally aban 
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able. The cauſe of reform was highly popular, 
and men of the greateſt rank and fortune took the 
lead in it. Irregularities of courſe were committed, 
but the public mind was ſound. Libels on Parlia- 
ment at that time, as ſince, were written; but Mr. 
PIT T's were unqueſtionably the ſtrongeſt and the 
beſt. Public meetings, to take the ſenſe of the 
people upon the conduct of the Houſe of Commons 
in rejecting the propoſition, were univerſally pro- 
moted; but thofe of Mr. P1TT, at the Thatched- 
Houſe tavern, (as might be expected from his talents 
and the influence of his fupporters) were by much 
the moſt ſyſtematical, and the moſt alarming to 
government. | 

Soon after this period Mr. P1TT beeame Prime 
Miniſter, an object of overſeuing ambition for a 
very young pœcſon, and indeed, independently of 
that, it is but juſtice to remark, that whatever diſ- 
poſition he might have had to ſerve the Kine, and 
rule the Britiſh Parliament, according to the liberal 
principles with which he began his public life, his 
MaJjtsTY, without very eſſential changes, could 
not be ſo ſerved, nor a Britiſh Parliament be ſo 
conducted. 

It would be unfair, in a publication addreſſed to 
the world, to preſume to trace the inſenſible changes 
in the mind of this Miniſter upon the favourite ob- 
ject of his youth, the nurſe of his fame, and his 
conductor to power; I know enough of the corrup- 
tions inſeparable from the adminiſtration of a go- 
vernment which muſt be managed upon the princi- 
ples of our own at preſent, to be able to make 
many allowances. It is enough for ng 1 preſent 

ned his 

own opinions, and afterwards became the oppofer, 

and even the perſecutor of all who continued to 
preſerve them. | 

I will 


CES] 

 ] will not leave it to Mr. Pir 1's advocates to re- 
mark, that though he had indeed abandoned the 
cauſe of reform, yet that the condition of things 
was in ſome reſpects changed when he made his 
grand atiack upon the reformers: that the French 
revolution had intervencd ; that it had cauſed a great 
fermentation in the minds of men; that it appeared 
to have given to the zeal of ſome Britiſh reformers 
a tinge of republicaniſm ; and that the efſects and 
conſequences of that great event had read an awful 
leſſon to the world. Had Mr. Pi r acted with good 
faith upon theſe conſiderations, if he really enter- 
tained them, I know enough of the character of his 
underſtanding to believe that his conduct would 
have been different; and his original principle, on 
which he reſted the whole of his memorable argu- 
ment for the reform of parliament, confirms me in 
that belief. Mr. P1TT's principle, illuſtrated by 
the American conteſt, was, that the holding high 
the abuſes of government had been the foundation 
of all danger and violence to its authority. He 
would therefore have again brought forward the 
Britiſn conſtitution in its purity, as an antidote to 
republican ſpeculations ; confident that from his 
ſituation, and from the double hold he would have 
had by it over the nation, he might have given the 
ſpirit of reform his own direction, and maulded it 
to his own will. But unfortunately for England, he 
could not do this without at leaſt a temporary facri- 
fice of his ſtation as miniſter; Mr. PIT, therefore, 
choſe to remain in his ſtation upon the only prin- 
ciples in which, without reform, it could poſſibly 
be maintained. 

Having made this election, it is impoſſible with- 
out che groſſeſt injuſtice, to. deny chat he has con- 
duced himſelf wich maſterly ſkill, and with a bold- 
neſs without example 1n the hiſtory of the miniſter 
of any regular government. The enthufiaſm for 
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Engliſh reform, animated in its zeal from the ſtrug- 
gles of the firſt reformers of France, when che Baſ- 
tile fell, and when the parlia ment of Paris opened 
its doors to the repreſemaiives of a nation, began to 
aſſume an energasof which wiidom and virtue might 
- have taken the Hfe direction, but which I admit, 
at the ſame time, required eicher to be managed by 
a liberal ſupport from government, or to be checked 
in its „ by a prudent and conftitutional re- 
ſtraint. The Britiſh miniſter took neither of theſe 
courſes. Too old in office to put his ſituation to 
hazard, by ſupporting the liberal principles which 
beſtowed it; too bold and too ſtrongly ſupported to 
employ caution in his remedy ; embittered, perhaps, 
with the reflection of his own defection, and with 
the reproaches levelled at him, he ſeems to have 
reſolved to cut the Gordian knot with a ſword. 
Alarmed at the contagion of liberty from France he 
determined to cut off all communication between 
the two nations, and to ktep them ſeparated at the 
chance, or rather the certainty, from his own 
creation, of a general war in Europe. 

For this purpoſe, che honeſt but irregular zeal 
of ſome ſocieties, inſtituted for the reform of Par- 
lament, furniſhed a ſeaſonable but a contemptible 
pretext ; they had ſent congratulations to the French 
government when it had ccaſed to be monarchical : 
In their correſpondencies through the country, on 
the abuſes and corruptions of the Britiſn Conſtitu- 
tion, they had unfortunately mixed many ill-umed 
and extravagant encomiums upon the revolution of 
France, whilſt its practice, for the time, had broke 
looſe from the principles which deſerved them; and, 
in their juſt indignation towards ihe eonfederacics 
tken forming in Europe, they wrote many ſevere 
ſtrictures againſt their monarchical eſtabliſnments, 
from which the mixed principles of our own Go- 
7ernment were not diſtinctly or pruden:ly ſeparated. 
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They wrote beſides, as an incitement to the reforin 
of Parliament, many bitter obſervations upon the 
defective Conſtitution. and the conſequent corru p- 
tions of the Houſe of Commons; fome of which. 
according to the juſt theory of the. law, were un- 
queſtionably Iibels. . 

Theſe irregularities and exceſſes were, for a con- 
ſiderable length of time, wholly overlooked by 
Government. Mr. Parxr's works had been cxten- 
fively and induſtriouſiy circulated throughout Eng- 
land and Scotland; the correſpondences, which 
2hove a ycar aficrwards became the ſubject of the 
ſtate trials, had been printed in every newſpaper, 
and fold without queſtion or interruptign' in every 
ſhop in the kingdom; when a cireumſtance took, 
place, not calculated, one would imagine, to have 
occaſioned any additional alarm to the country, but 
which (mixed with the effects on the public from 
Mr. Burke's firſt celebrated publication on the 
French Revolution,) ſeems to have given riſe to the 
King's Proclamation, the firſt act of Government 
regarding France and her affairs. | 

A few Gentlemen, not above fifiy in number, and 
confiſting principally of perſons of rank, talents, and 
character, formed themſelves into a ſociety, under 
the name of The Friends of the People.“ They had 
obſerved with concern, as the profeſſed in the pub- 
liſned motives of their aſſociation, the groſsly un- 
equal repreſentation of the people in the Houſe of 
Commons; its effects upon the meaſures of Covern- 
ment; but above all, its apparent tendency to lower 
the dignity of Parliament, and to deprive it of the 
opinion of the neople. Their avowed object was, 
therefore, to bring the very cauſe, which Mr. Pia 2 
had fo recently taken the lead in, fairly and reſ- 
pectfully before the Houſe of Commons; in hopes, 
as they declared, to tranquiliſe the agiiated part of 
the public, to reſtore affection and reſpect for the 
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legiſlature, ſo neceſſary to ſecure ſubmiſſion to-its 
authority; and, by concentrating the views of all 
reformers to che preſervation of our invaluable con- 
ſtitution, to prevent chat fermentation of political 
opinion, which the French revolution had undoubt- 
edly given riſe io, from taking a republican direc- 
tion in Great Britain“. Theſe were not only che 
profeſſed objects of this aflociation, but the truth 
and good faith of them received aficrwards the ſanc- 
tion of judicial authority, when their proceedings 
were brought forward by Government in the courſe 
of che ſtate trials. 

Nevertheleſs, on the very day that Mr. GRE, at 
the deſire of this ſmall ſociety, gave notice of his 
intended motion in the Houſe of Commons, there 
was an inſtantaneous movement amongit Miniſters, 
as if a great national conſpiracy had bcen diſcovered. 
No act of Government appcared to have been in 
ogitation before that period, although the correſ- 
pondeneies before alluded to had for months, been 
public and notorious, and there was ſcarccly an in- 
formation, even for a libel, upon the file of the 
Court of King's Bench. Nevertheleſs, a Council 
was almoſt immediately held, and his MAIESTV 
was adviſed to iſſue his royal proclamation of the 
21ſt of May, 1792, to rouſe the vigilance and at- 
tention of the Magiſtrates throughout the kingdom 
to the vigorous diſcharge of their duties. | 

If this had been the only object of che proclama- 
tion, and if it had been followed up by no other 
proccedings than the ſuppreſſion of libels, and a 
coercive reſpect for the authorities of Parliament, it 
would have been happy for England; unfortunately 
it ſeemed to have other objects, which, if as a ſub» 
ject of the country I have no right to condemn, I 
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* declare, upon my honour, theſe were my reaſons for 
becoming a member af this ſociety. 
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© may at leaſt, with the freedom of hiſtory, be now 
allowed to lament. 

The proclamation had unqueſtionably for its ob- 
Jett to ſpread the alarm againſt French principles; 
and, to do it effectually, all principles were conſi— 
dered as French oy his Majeſty's Miniſters which 
queſtioned the infallibility of their own govern- 
ment, or which looked towards the leaſt change in 
the repreſcntation of the people in Parliament. 

If it had iſſued however under the authority of 
the Britiſh Miniſtry only, it probably could not 
have produced its important and unfortunate effects. 
But the Miniſter, before he adviſed the meaſure, 
had taken care to ſecure the diſunion of the Whig 
party, which had hitherto firmly and uniformly op- 
poſed both the principles and practice of his admi- 
niſtration. To this body I gloried to belong, as l 
ſtill do to cling even to the weather-beaten pieces of 
the wreck which remains of it. Neither am J 
aſhamed of the appellation of party, when the 
phraſe is properly underſtood; for without parties, 
cemented by the union of ſound principles, evil 
men and evil principles cannot be ſucceſsfully re- 
ſiſted. I flatter myſelf that the people of England 
will not haſtily believe, that I have ever been actu- 
ated in my public conduct by intercſt or ambition. 

The Whig party, as it has been called, was in- 
ſignificant indeed from its numbers, and weak from 
the formidable influence of the crown in the hand: 
of its adverſaries; but formidable, nevertheleſs, 
from illuſtrious rank, Jreat property, and ſplendid 
talents ; ſtill more from an opinion of public inte- 
grity, which formed a ſtrong hold upon the minds 
of the country. I look back with the moſt heart felt 
and diſpiriting ſorr to the diviſion of this little 
phalanx, whoſe union upon the principles which 
firſt bound them together might, in ſpite af diffe- 
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1cnce3 of opinion in matters concerning which good 
cn may fairly differ, have preſerved the peace of 
the world, re- animated the forms of our own con- 
ſtitution, and averted calamities, the end of which 
I tremble to think of. Refleding, however, as I 
do, upon the frailties of human nature, adverting 
to the deceptions which may be practiſed upon it, 
and which men, by inſenſible degrees, unconſci- 
ouſly practiſe upon themſelves ; compelled by can- 
dour to keep in view the unexampled eriſis of the 
French revolution, the horrors which disfigured i, 
the alarms inſeparable. from it, but, above all, the 
dextcrous artifices which it furniſhed to inflame and 
to miſlead; I wiſh to draw a veil over the ſtages 
which divided ſtateſmen and friends, at the very 
moment of all others when they ought to have 
drawn cloſer together, and when their union might 
have preſerved their country. I ſhall therefore con- 
tent myſelf with obſerving, that before the King's 
Proclamation was iſſued, the ſupport of the Duke 
of Poriland had not only probably been ſecured to 
it, but the aſſent of ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
perſons in the oppoſition had been well underſtood 
to the whole of that ſyſtem of meaſures which ende 
in the war with France. 
The proclamation, thus ſupported, was planted _ 
as the only genuine banner of 2 throughout 
the kingdom; voluntary bodies, to ſtrengthen the 
executive power by maintaining proſecutions, were 
every where inſtituted. Society was rent aſunder, 
and the harmony and freedom of Engliſh manners 
were, for a ſeaſon, totally deſtroyed. 
I: was at this period, that the ſeeds of war were 
ſown, which ever ſince we have been unfortunately 
reaping. Nothing is more diſtant from nry temper, 
or my purpoſe, than to faſten the charge either cf 
corruption or folly, upon all who were ſeized with 
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this alarm, or who even contributed to its propaga-— 
tion. Many worthy and intelligent perſons, ſu pe- 
rior to common weakneſſes, and algof from al! 
meanneſs, wcre undoubtedly hurricd away by its 
influence. It is far more pleaſant to me to hope. 
that many of thoſe who were active in ſpreading the 
deluſion were themſelves deluded, than to ſcatter 
112putation upon thouſands who may be wiſer and 
beucr than myſelf. The public, in a cooler hour. 
will be prepared to male the proper diſtinctions, and 
to ſeparate the innocent ſcom the guilty. But the 
effects were not the leſs miſchievous, whatever might 
have been the motives; andthe deluſion, however it 
may be yet diſguiſed by the cauſes which produced 
it, will appear in the future hiſtory of England as a 
blot in the annals of an enlightened age and of a free 
country. | 

The ſpirit which became prevalent about this time, 
which bore down every thing before it, and prepared 
the nation for war, wes an abſolute horror of every 
thing connected with France, and even for liberty 
itſelf, becauſe France avowed to be contending for 
it. It confounded the caſual intemperance of an en- 
larged and warm zeal for the freedom and happineſs 
of mankind, with a tendency to univerſal anarchy, 
and to a reſiſtance of all governments: it conſidered 
an irritable ſenſe of the evils attending the Chriſtian 
ſuperſtitions, and a complacency under their rapid 
declenſion, as a decided apoſtacy from the church, 
and as the ſure teſt of irrcligion, and even of atheiſm 
itſelf. It ſet down as a declared enemy to monarchy, 
however exiſting by conſent, and poized, like our 
own, by the balances of a popular conſtitution, 
every man who did not throw up his cap when com- 
bined deſpotiſm was trampling upon the cſtabliſh- 
ments, and caſting lots for the territories of free 
men, or who dared to exult and triumph when a 


murderous manifeſto was thruſt down the throats of 
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the rants who uuered it, and when agreat people, 
determincd to be free, ſucceeded in repelling the 
lan leſs invaders of cheir country. 

Theſc were the feelings which miniſters at this 

period impuned to large elaſſes of the people of 
Greai-Britain, and of our ſiſter kingdom. 
The imputation was made with truth; che infer- 
cace only was ſallacious and wicked. If the weii- 
founded imputation of theie ſenſations, and the habits 
of publicly expreſſing them, be political guilt, I for 
one plead guilty ; and I thank Gov, above all his 
other bleſhngs, that he has indelibly impreſſed them 
upon my underſtanding and my heart, But let us 
examine what were the public fruits of theſe danger- 
ous emotions, which rendered it neceſſary to con- 
vert the nation, as it were, into a large priſon, by 
reſtrictive laws, by internal military ſtations, and 
by the ſeparations of external war. 

Conſiderable bodies of the people were defirous 
of ſtirring the queſtion of reform ata time when 
Mr. P1Tx had laid it down, and the followers of the 
Duke of Ricumond (then a cabinet Miniſter of the 
KING) were not only the moſt numerous, but were 
diſtinguiſhed by the lengths to which they ſeemed 
10 puſh their views upon the ſubject; views which 
I admit to have been very little ſhort of thoſe which 
the Duke himſelf had avowed and acted upon a few 
years before. | 19885 

Whilſt it continues to be the office of courts of 
juſtice to decide upon evidence, I ſhall maintain this 
to have been the extent of the deſigns which at the 
date of the proclamation, or which at any time after- 
wards prevailed in this country. Noi a man had 
been then convicted, nor hes now, Whilſt Jam writ- 
ing, for any reaſon againſt the ſtate, though the 
laws have been new caſt and manufactured to reach 
caſes which the venerable inſtitutions of our fore- 
fathers did not touch; and no conſpiragy againſt the 
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government had then, or has to this hour, been 
detected. Libels, indeed, both then and ſince, as 
at all other periods, were undoubtedly written by 
miſchievous, turbulent, or miſguided individuals. 
But the community at large was found, and the ob- 
Jet which gave the real offence was virtuous and 
laudable. It was to reform the repreſentation of the 
Houſe of Commons, by the ways of the conſtitution; 
by an endcavour to collect the public ſentiment, and 
to produce it before Parliament. Three Engliſh 
juries determined this to have been the object, and 
the crown never invited a fourth to contradict them. 
The object, therefore, was virtuous and laudable; 
and if the conſtitution is to be preſerved, the re- 
newed purſuit will alone preſerve it; and it might 
then have been ſecured without a ſtruggle, without 
a war with France, and without fear of her revolu- 
tion, if thoſe who have the deepeſt intereſt in the 
ſtate had not been afraid of Engliſh Liberty. 

I never ſhall be the defender of popular exceſſes, 
nor of commotions which can endanger the peace of 
my country; Gop forbid that I ſhould: but I know 
they never can ariſe, if men, who ſtand on the van- 
tage ground in ſociety, will only behave with com- 
mon honeſty and common ſenſe. It is not yet too 
late for the higher orders of this country to conſider 
well this ſubject. Let me implore them, while yet 
practicable, to give a ſafe direction to a ſpirit which 
neither Laws nor Wars will repreſs. | 

Tuts SPIRIT Is AT PRESENT HIGH 1N IRE- 
LAND, axD THE RECENT ZEAL OF THAT 
BRAVE AND VIRTUOUS PEOPLE HAS COMPLETE= 
LY DETECTED THE FALSE AND PERNICIOUS 
CALUMNIES veoNn BOTH COUNTRIES. IT HAS 
DEMONSTRATED THAT A DESIRE TO REFORM 
ABUSES IN GOVERNMENT IS NOT AT ALL CON- 
NECTED WITH DISLOYALTY TOITS ESTABLISH- 
MENT, AND THAT THE RESTORATION or A 

FREE CONSTITUTION By THE WISDOM AND 


SPIRIT 


(13) 


EPIRIT OF A NATION HAS NO ALLIANCE WITH, 
BUT ON THE CONTRARY, 1s UTTERLY AB- 
HORRENT To a SUBMISSION To FOREIGN 
FORCE. | ; 

The late attempt upon Ireland ought nevertheleſs 
to make the deepeſt impreſſion upon che government 
of England. The very ſenſation occaſioned by it, 
and our congratulations upon the ſupport of the ele- 
ments, is in itſelf a condemnation of the meaſures 
purſued in that country, 

If Ireland were conducted as ſhe ought to be, what 
dependence in Gop's name, could we have to place 
upon the winds? Could a protective government 
of three millions of men, happy under the enjoy- 
ment of our free conſtitution, = occaſion to look 
to a weather-glaſs for its ſafety againſt twenty 
thouſand men? or could any thing but a hope of 
diſunion, held out to an enemy by the effects of a 


narrow 2 have ſuggeſted ſo weak and feeble 
an expedition? | | 
This is a hope that will remain unextinguiſhed in 
France, and which may be expected to produce 
future and more dangerous expeditions, unleſs 
ſatisfaction be given to the feelings of that country. 
It is a dangerous mode of reckoning that, becauſe 
the people have not manifeſted their diſcontent by 
inviting an enemy, they are therefore to be conſi- 
dered as contented : or, that their wiſhes may be 
the more ſafely neglected. It is juſtly obſerved by 
Locke, that nations, inſtead of being. prone to 
reſiſt their governments, without cauſe, requi long. 
continued neglect and provocation to rouſe them 
even to a reaſonable and juſtifiable reſiſtanee. But 
he follows this obſervation by reminding the rulers - 
of ſtates and kingdoms, that this diſpofition leaves 
them neither juſtification nor protection when their 
authorities are ſubverted; and that the degree of 
diſguſt, which will at laſt ſurely ove:turn them, 15 
not matter of ſafe or rational calculation: tha: the 
C progreſs 
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progrels of Gilallection is inſenſible and inviſible, and 
that it is frequently hurried on to the fatal concluſiou 
by accidents neither to be foreſeen or reſiſted. 

Theſe reltections ought to ſuggeſt the propriety 
of ſecuring this molt valuable part of the empire 
trom the poflible danger of a beiter concerted attack. 
This ought to be done, not merely by more watchtu! 
operations, for I have purpoſely ſhunned all conſi- 
deration of the details of departments, but by ſetting 
the watch in the intereſts and affections of the Iriſh 
people. 

Nothing can accompliſh this but the abſolute re. 
nunciation of that jealous and reſtrictive ſyſtem of 

government, which characteriſes the preſent admi- 
niltration every where, but more than any where in 
that kingdom. To rule with ſecurity over 'that 
people, or over auy other, in the preſent condition 
of the world, they muſt be ſet at their eaſe, and 
made happy by every indulgence within the compaſs 
of their government. To make the interelt of ſup · 
porting any civil eſtabliſhment univerſal, the privi- 
leges it confers mult be made univerſal alſo. To 
inſpire the multitude with indignation at a 
foreign 3 they muſt be made to feel practically 
the privileges w hich his invaſion ſtrikes at, and the 
ſocial bleſlings it would deſtroy. 

It is ſaid, that when peace arrives it may be pru- 
dent to couſider theſe gteat objects. But without 
ioſtant conſideration of them, peace may never ar- 
rive at all. If J had the princely dominion of Ire- 
laud, and were lord of all her foil, I would chooſe 
that moment for reforming her parliament, and for 
complete emancipation, when the,enemy was plying 
upon her coaſts : not as ads of ſudden fear, but of 
found wiſdom aud critical juſtice. To withhold 
irom great bodies of a people the freeſt and fulleſt 
zommunications of all the privileges of their govern- 
ment. when its exiſtence is externally threatened, is 
to nde up the right arm when the enemy is 
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2pproaching, and, by robbing it of its circulation, 
to deprive it of its ſtrength. : 

But the Irith people flocked with loyalty to the 
ſtandard of their country. For that very reaſon it 
ſhould be crowned with the garland of conſtitutional 
ireedom. Let the preſent moment be ſeized of 
making reformation a ſpontaneous act of liberal and 
enlightened policy, inſtead of being hereafter an a& 
of cautious prudence, which may deſtroy its grace 
and effect. Let all the conceſſions of government 
in both countries be the conceſſions of wiſdom and 
beneficence ; and not, as was happily expreſſed by 
a great writer, like the reſtitution of ſtolen goods. 
Let the people of both countries receive the greateſt 
degree of freedom which the true ſpirit of our conſti- 
tution 1s capable of diſpenſing, and we may then 
ſmile at all invaſions, whatever reach of coaſt our 
enemies may poſleſs. Under ſuch a ſyſtem, inſtead 
of riots and murmerings, by coercive acts of parlia- 
ment, every man would be a volunteer with a cou- 
rage which no mutiny bill can inſpire, and ev 
houſe and cottage in Great Britain and Ireland would 
be a barrack for the ſoldiers of their country. 

Theſe are unfortunately not abſtract and ſpecula- 
tive refleQions ; they would have been ſo formerly: 
bat they are now taught by the awful times we live 
in. It is the uſe of hiſtory and obſervation to be a 
guide for the future. | 

It was a reſtrictive ſyſtem of goverament in 
Holland and the Netherlands, and the conſequent 
diviſions among their inhabitants, that has ſuddenly 
altered the face of Europe by their ſubjugation, and 
it is the difference between the noble and indepen- 
dent pride of a free Government and the vailalage 
of arbitrary power, that is wreſting at this moment 
from the hands of the Emetrox the ſceptre of his 
Italian States. ; 

The French ſyſtem of fraternization, the _ 
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of which we have ſeen with ſo much horror, could 
have had no other foundation. If the free Govern- 
ments which they ſubverted had not fallen off from 
the ends of their inſtitutions, their ſubverſions would 
have been impracticable, and the memorable decree 
of the 19th of November would have been the deri- 
ſion, inſtead of the terror of Europe. 

I am ſorry indeed to remark, that this decree, and 
the ſyſtem of which it was a part, exiſted only upon 
paper, and in the inflammatory ſpeeches of enthuſi- 
aſtic men, until confederated Europe began the 
actual and forcible fraternization of the monarchical 
part of France. When that nation had effected an 
internal revolution, no matter upon what principles 
or with what crimes, it ſhould have occurred to her 
invaders, who could not have looked to ſubjugation 
but by the diviſions of civil fury, that they were 
themſelves practically purſuing that very ſpecies of 
hoſtility, the theory only of which had been an ob- 
je& of their execration, and the foundation of their 
confederacy. The ſame reflection ought to have de- 
terred Great-Britain from the mercileſs and impoli- 
tic expedition to Quiberon. The 1 of 
France bad then aſſumed a regular form, and was 
in the exerciſe of a regular legalized authority. 
The devoted handful of unhappy fugitives from their 
country could do nothing by the ſword. The ex. 
pedition, therefore, was to rekindle the torch of diſ- 
cord amidſt twenty five millions of men, beginning 
to eſcape from its former fury, and ſettled under an 
eſtabliſhed government. Our invaſion was to work 
by confuſion. againſt. eſtabliſhed authority; to ſtir up 
all tbe elements of miſery and miſchief amongſt the 
innocent part of the community, incapable of under- 
ſtanding the cauſe for which they fought, and with- 
out even the hope on our part of protecting them 

from the fury of the government againſt which they 
— —— — 
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What was this proceeding but the very ſyſtem 
we had imputed to France, and proclaimed with 
horror to the univerſe ? 

I hope, indeed, all civilized nations will hereafter 
concur in ſtigmatizing this horrible and barbarous 
ſyſtem of hoſtilities. A ſtranger even to that heroiſm 
which has unfortunately converted the crimes of 
conqueſt into the molt faſcinating triumphs of man- 
kind,—it is a ſyſtem which is dired ed againſt the firſt 
principle of ſocial honour and happineſs.—It beats 
up for every bad, degrading, and daugerous paſſion 
of the human mind.—It does not raiſe the open, 
inanly ſtandard of nation againſt nation, but in the 
cowardice of warfare, which diſſolves its only in- 
chautment, divides a nation againſt itſelf. —It makes 
up an army of public crime and private diſcontent, 
of honeſt error and falſe opinion, of deſperate vice 
and virtuous property driven to deſperation. —lt ſets 
free the victims of the laws to impriſon and enſlave 
the ſtate; brings into the field againft one another, 
men whom the ſame land and the ſame fathers have 
bred, and which, inſtead of ſettling this horrible 
conflict by the cannon and the ſword, the ſhorteſt 
cure for the miſeries it has engendered, and extend- 
ing no further than to the actual combatants, ſpreads 
wide the deſolation by the flow weapons of jea- 
louſy and diſtruſt, of terror and vengeance, ſcowers 
the land with diſeaſe and famine, and by the de- 
ſtruction of public credit, public confidence, and pub- 
lic opinion, deſtroys far the preſent, and puts to the 
die of chance hereafter, the exiſtence, and even the 
name of a country. 

When my ſubje& is attended to, I have no a 
logy to make for this digreſſion. Indeed it can 
hardly be called one, becauſe the fats which gave 
riſe to it ſtand in their proper places as connected 
with the origin of the war againſt France, and be- 
cauſe the refleQions from them are not ſpontaneous, 
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being dictated by public duty to the hilturian of ſuch 
events. 

The exceſſes which unfortunately diſtinguiſhed 
the French Revolution, ſoon after the proclamation, 
further favoured the ſyſtem of antipathy againſt 
France, and the death oi her unhappy Monarch yet 
further ripened the plans of government already in 
_ agitation. 

Before this memorable wzra there was a viſible 
diſpoſition in Miniſters to a ruptute with France, 
but the ſenſe of her ſituation inſpired the French 
councils with a prudence which diſappointed it.— 
Miniſters had notorioully connived at, if not aſſiſted 
in fomenting the conſpiracy then forming throughout 
Europe; they had covertly libelled France in the 
proclamation which M. CHEvAULIN, by order from 
his Court, had only mildly complained of; they 
had withdrawn Lord Gowtr from Paris; they had 
ſet on foot a correſpoudence between the Secre- 
tary of State and her Miniſter here in the molt 
imperious language, and upon complaints which ſhe 
either diſavowed, or to the removal of which ſhe 
ſeemed to ſubmit. 

All theſe provocations were reſiſted by France, 
and the conceſſions which ſhe made before and after 
our refuſal to acknowledge her Ambaſlador would 
ſcarccly be believed, it it did not remain on record 
in the correſpondence as was laid before the Houle 
of Commons by Miniſters themſelves, to vindicate 
their conduct in diſmiſſing M. CHAUvVELIN, and to 
juſtify the war which it produced. 

This correſpondence is ſcarcely known to, or re- 
collected by the Engliſh pubtic. Its authenticity is 
unqueſtionable, and the examination of it will place 
the authors of the war in their proper colours. 

The miſton gf M. CHauveLin, as Ambaſſador 
from the King of the French, commenced in the 
Ipring 0: 1792; and hie firſt note, as appears by the 
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correſpondence of Lord Gzunvirts, bears date the 
12th of May in that year. It had tor its object to 
expiain to the court of Great Britain (as will ap- 
pear by reference to it) the reaſons which had de- 
termined France to a war with the FmPKROR. 

It ſtated in the name of the French King, that 
2 great conſpiracy had been formed in Europe 
againſt France to deſtroy her new conſt itution, which 
he had iworn to maintain, malling for a ſeaſon the 
preparations of its deſigus by an inſulting pity for 
his perſon and a zeal for his authority. 

It ſet forth the remonſtrances which he (the 
French King) had made upon the ſubject of this coa- 
lition, firſt to the Emperor LeoroLD, and afterwards 
to FRANcts, who ſucceeded him. He informed 
Great-Britain, that it had at laſt been avowed, and 
a declaration made, that it ſhould not ceaſe © until 
France ſhould remove the ſerious cauſes which 
c had given riſe to it.” The note added, that this 
declaration had been accompanied with the aſ- 
ſembling of troops upon all the frontiers of France, 
evidently for the purpoſe of conſtraining her inha- 
bitants to alter the form of the government they 
bad choſen. 

Having thus itated the cauſes of the war with the 
EmPxRo0R, the French King appealed to the Britiſh 
government for the juſtice of his cauſe; and to re- 
move all jealouſies reſpecting this country which had 
been induſtriouſly circulated, Monſieur CHauveLin, 
in his name, and by his authority, further declared, 
that whatever might be the fate of arms in that 
«© war, France rejected all ideas of aggrandiſe- 
« ment; that ſhe would preſerve her liberty, her 
« conſtitution, her unalienable right of reforming 
e herſelf whenever ſhe might think proper; that 
<« ſhe never would allow other powers to nouriſh 
* a hope of dictating laws to her. But that 
* that very pride, ſo natural and fo juſt, was a _ 
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pledge to all the powers from whom ſhe ſhould 


* receive no provocation, not only of her conitant 
„ pacihc diſpoſition, but alſo of the reſpect which 
„France would ihew at all times for the laws, the 
„ cuſtoms, and the forms of governments, of dit- 

1erent nations.“ 
As at this time much had been ſaid of attempts 
made by France to produce diſturbances in this 
country, the note further declared, © that the 
French King delied to have it known, that he 
« would publicly and ſeverely diſavow all agents 
sat foreign courts in peace with France, who ſhould 
« dare to depart an inſtant from that reſpect, 
* either by fomenting or favouring inſurrection 
<* againſt the eſtabliſhed order, or by interfering 
in any manner whatever in the interior policy 
* of ſuch ſtates under pretence of a proſelytiſm, 
* which, exerciſed in the dominions of friendly 
<< powers, would be a real violation of the law 
© of nations.” | 

This note was dated, as I have obſerved, on the 
12th of May, 1792. No anſwer was given to it 
until the 24th of the ſame month, when Lord GzEx- 
VILLE, paſſing by the cauſes of the war with the 
EMpkkok, declared “ that Great-Britain, faithful 
* to her engagements, would pay the ſtricteſt atten- 
tion to preſerve that good underſtanding which 
“ ſo happily ſubſiſted between his MajzsTyY and 
* the Moſt CuRISTIAN KING.“ But notwithſtand- 
ing this declaration, the Royal Proclamation had 
iſſued only three days before, and in the very inter- 
val between M. CuauvzlIx's note and this anſwer 
to it. 3 

The Proclamation, it is true, took no direct no- 
tice of France; and being an act of national po- 
lice, France had, in ſtrictneſs, no tight to complain 
of it. Yet the period of its iſſuing being fo criti- 
cal, M. Chauvk iN repeated to Lord 
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the day afterwards, the aſſurances he had made on 
the 12th of May preceding; and in another letter, 
received by Lord Grenviits in June, expreſſed 
himſelf as follows : 

If certain individuals of this country have 
* eſtabliſhed a correſpondence abroad, tending to 
« excite troubles therein, and it, as the Proclama- 
tion ſeems to infinuate, certain Frenchmen have 
come into their views, that is a proceeding 

wholly foreign to the French nation, to the Le- 
giſlative Body, to the Kin, and to his Miniſters ; 
it is a proceeding of which they are entirely ig- 
norant, which militates againſt every principle 
of juſtice, and which, whenever it became 
known, would be univerſally condemned in 
France. Independently of thoſe principles of 
juſtice, from which a free people ought never 
to deviate, is it not evident, from a due conſi- 
deration of the true interelts of the French na- 
tion, that ſhe ought to deſire the interior tran- 
quillity, the continuance and the force of the 
conſtitution of a country which ſhe already looks 
upon as her natural ally? Is not this the only 
% reaſonable wiſh which a people can form who 
« ſees ſo many efforts united againſt its liberty ? 

The miniſter plenipotentiary, deeply ſenſible 
of theſe truths, and of the maxims of univerſal 
& morality upon which they are founded, had al- 
ready repreſented them 1n an official note, which 
he tranſmitted to the Britiſh miniſtry the 15th of 
« this month, by the expreſs orders of his court; 
« and he thinks it his duty to repeat, on the pre- 
<« ſent occaſion, the important declarations which 
ce it contains.” 

In the month of July, when the vaſt confederacy 
begun in Europe was more viſibly extending itſelf 
againſt France, M. CHAuveLiN, in the name of the 
French King, earneſtly applied tor the mediation of 
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Great-Britain upon the ſubjet After ſtating the 
public proceedings of the diiterent nations, the note 
conciuded as foliows : 


cc 
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© The ſteps taken by the cabinet of Vienna 
amongſt the different powers, and principally 
amongit the allies of his Britannic Majeſty, in 
order to engage them 1n a quarrel which 1s foreign 
to them, ate known to all Europe. If public 
report even were to be credited, its ſucceſſes at 
the Court of Beilin prepare the way for others 
in the United Provinces; the threats held out to 
the different Members ot the Germanic body to 
make them deviate from that wie nentrality 
which therr political ſituation, and their deareſt 
intereſts, preſcribe to them; the arrangeinents 
taken with different Sovereigns of Italy, to de— 
terinine them to act hoſtilely againſt France; and 
laſtly, the intrigues by which Ruſſia has juſt been 
induced to arm againſt the conſtitution of Po- 
land; every thing points out treſh marks of a 
vaſt conſpiracy againlt free ſtates, which ſeems to 
threaten to precipitate Europe in univerſal war. 
The conſequences of ſuch a conſpiracy, form- 
ed by the concurrence of powers who kave been 
ſo long rivals, will be eaſily felt by his Britannic 
Majeſty; the balance of Europe, the indepen— 
dence of the different powers, the general peace, 
every conſideration which at all times has fixed 
the attention of the Engliſh government, 1s at 
once expoſed and threatened. J 
« The King of the French preſents theſe ſerious 
and important conſiderations to the ſolicitude, 
and to the friendſhip of his Britannic Majeſty. 
Strongly penetrated with the marks of intereſt 
and ot affection which he has received from him, 
he invites him to ſeek, in his wiſdom, in his fitu- 
ation, and in his influence, means compatible 
with the ingependence of the French en, to 
top. 
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& ſtop, whilſt it is ſtill time, the progreſs of that 
++ confederacy, which equally threatens the peace, 
the liberty, the happineſs of Europe, and, above 
all, to dilfuade from all acceflion to this project 
„ thole of his allies whom it may be wiſhed to 
** draw into it, or who may have been already 
© drawn into it from fear, {eduction, and different 
*« pretexts of the 1alleſt as well as of the moſt 
adious policy.” 

This application was anſwered by Lord GR RN. 

VILLF on the 8th of July, in which, after repeating 
frmer aſſurances of triendſhip towards France, and 
of a diſpoſition to maintain the happy harmony 
which ſubſiſted between the two empires, the pro- 
poſed mediation was refuſed in the following 
words : 
„His Majzsr will never refuſe to concur in 
the preſervation or re-eſtabliſhment of peace be- 
tween the ather powers of Europe, by ſuch means 
as are proper to produce that effect, and are com- 
patible with his dignity, and with the principles 
which govern his conduct; but the ſame ſenti- 
ments which have determined him not to take a 
a part in the internal affairs of France, ought 
c equally to induce him to reſpe& the rights and 
e the independence of other Sovereigns, and eſpe- 
« cially thoſe of the alhies; and his MaJjusTty has 
te thought that, in theexiſting circumſtances of the 
war now begun, the intervention of his councils, 
or of his good offices, cannot be of uſe, unleſs 
they ſhould be defired by all the parties inte- 
<< reſted.” 

The cxpreſſion of this determination, not to inter- 
fere with the internal affairs of France, was written 
only a few days before M. CHauveLIN was order- 
cd to quit the kingdom, under the circumdtances of 
direct interference which will preſently appear to 
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have attended his diſmiſhon : and the refuſal to medi- 
ate with the EMyEROR for the reſtoration of peace, 
without his concurrence with France in her deſire 
of mediation, was given at the very ſame moment 
that without being at all defired by Holland to inter- 
meddle in her affairs, we were involving her in the 
horrors of war. 

This proceeding which terminated all hopes of 
tranquillity in Europe, furniſhes the true cypher to 
explain every ſucceeding act of his Majeſty's pre- 
ſent councils. We ſhall find hem uniformly and 
ſcrupulouſly obſervant of the moſt navel punctilios, 
which could furniſh the ſmalleſt pretence for repel- 
ling peace, by overleaping every rule hitherto adopt- 
ed by regular governments in ſecking a juſtification 
for war. 

Soon after this the unhappy KING of FRANCE 
was brought from Verſailles, and deprived of the 
functions of Government, and Lord Gowtx was re- 
called from Paris; but M. CHauveLiNn was ſtill 
continued by France at the Court of London, al- 
though he was no longer acknowledged as her Am- 
baſſador: a pretty ſtrong proof that ſhe was not then 
defirous of ſeeking a cauſe of quarrel. 

Though M. CHAUuveELIiN was now in a manner a 
private man, yet the correſpondence nevertheleſs 
continued with the Secretary of State ; and it ap- 
pears, by referring to it, that the charges made by 
this country to the conduct of France were prin- 
cipally theſe : 

A mcditated attack upon Holland; and, at all 
events, a violation of ker rights, notwithſtanding her 
neutrality, by the proceedings of the Convention 
reſpecting the Scheldt, and the opening a paſſage 
through it to attack ihe citadcl of /\ntwerp. The 
French Invaſion and poſleſſion of the Netherlands; 
and ihe encouragement given to revolt in other 
countries, not only by emiſſaries in this country, 
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but by the decree of the 19th of November, which 
contained a formal declaration to extend univerſally 
the new principles of government adopted in France, 
and to encourage revolt in all countries, even in 
thoſe which were neutral. | 

M. CnavuveriNn had explained himſelf upon 
theſe ſubjects in the early part of the correſpondence : 
but as his formal character of Ambaſlador was then 
conſidered to be vacated, I purpoſely paſs them over, 
becauſe they were afterwards formally repeated, and 
nearly in the ſame words, when M. CAUVELIN, in 
January, 1793, prefented his letters of credence from 
the Executive Council of France, the acceptance of 
which was formally refuſed by Lord GRENVILLX. 

In this note the Executive Council again 1n terms 
declared: © that France would reſpet the ſafety of 
wall nations whilſt they preſerved their neutrality ; 
that ſhe had before renounced, and again renounc- 
ed, every conqueſt; and that her occupation of 
the Low Couutries, ſhould only continue during 
the war, and the time which might be neceſſary 
for the Belgians to conſolidate their liberties ; after 
*« which let them be happy, France would find her 
e recompence in their felicity.” 

With regard to the Scheldt, ſhe conſidered that as 
a matter between England and Belgium, as inde- 
pendent nations, upon che principle of her former 
declaration regarding that country, expreſſing her- 
ſelf thus: 

The Executive Council declares, not with a 
view of yielding to ſome expreſſions of threaten- 
ing language, but ſolely to render homage to 
{© truth, that the French Republic does not intend 
to erect itſelf into an univerſal arbitrator of the 
t treaties which bind nations. She will know how 
to reſpe&t other Governments, as ſhe will take 
care to make her own reſpected. She does not 
«with to impoſe laws upon any one, and wy not 
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„ ſu ter anv one to impoſe laws upon her She has 
C xenovnecd, and again renouncts every conqueſt; 
and her occupation of the Low Countries ſhall 
only continue during the war, and the time which 
** may be ncceflary 10 the Belgians to inſure and 
«++ confolidate their liberty; after which let them be 
* independent and happy, France will find her re- 
compence in their ſelicity. 

When that nation ſhall be found in the full en- 
joyment of liberty, when its general will can lau- 
* fully declare itſelf without ſhackles, then if England 
* and Holland (till auach ſome importance to the 
«© opening of the Scheldt, they may put the affair into 
*« a direct negotiation with Belgia. If the Belgians, 
by any motive whatever, conſent to deprive them- 
ce ſelves of the navigation of the Scheldt, France 
will not oppoſe it; ſhe will know how to reſpect 
* their independence, even in their errors.” | 
The charge of encouraging ſedition againſt Go- 
vernments ſhe again repelled with indignation in the 
language of her former declarations on the ſubject, 
and diſavowed the conſtruction put upon the decrec 
of the 19th of November, qualifying and explaining 
it as follows: | | x 

« We have faid, and we deſire to repeat it, that 
* the decree of the igth of November could not have 
any application, unleſs to the ſingle caſe in which 
„the general will of a nation, clearly and unequi- 
* vocally expreſſed, ſhould call the French nation 
« to its aſſiſtance and fraternity. Sedition can cer- 
tainly never be conſtrued into the general will. 
«© Thele two idcas mutually repel each other, ſince 
« a {edition is not, and cannot be any other than the 
% movement of a ſmall number againſt the nation 
eat large; and this movement would ceaſe to be 
« ſeditious, provided all the members of a ſociety 
„ ſhould at once riſe, either to correct their Go- 
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vernment, or to change its form in toto, or for any 
other object. 

Ihe Dutch were aſſuredly not ſeditious, when 
« they formed the gencrous reſolution of ſhaking off 
the yoke of Spain; and when the general will of 
that nation called for the aſſiſtance of France, it was 
not 1eputed a crime in HENRY IV. or in ELIZ A- 
BTH of England to have liſtened to them. The 
knowledge of the general will is the only baſis of 
<« the tranſactions of nations with each other; and 
<< we can only treat with any Government whatever 
* on this principle, that ſuch a Government is 
e deemed the organ of the general will of the nation 
governed. 

** Thus, when by this natural interpretation che 
e decree of the 19th of November is reduced to 
* what it truly implies, it will be found that it an- 
* nounces nothing more than an act of the general 
* will, and that beyond any doubt, and fo effectu- 
ally founded in right, that it was ſcarcely worth 
<« the trouble to expreſs it. On this account, the 
Executive Council thinks that the evidence of this 
right might, perhaps, have been diſpenſed with 
by the National Convention, and did not deferve 
to be made the object of a particular decree ; but 
with the interpretation which precedes it, it can- 
not give uneafineſs to any nation whatever.” | 

Having adverted to all the material parts of the 
correſpondence, I defire very diſtinctly to be under- 
{tood, that I am not undertaking the juſtification of 
the conduct of France, at this period, though I ſhall 
ever think her, © more finned againſt than finning.” 
Wich regard to this decree of the 19th of November, 
no conſiderate perſon can juſtify it: becauſe there is 
a great. difference between one nation giving particu- 
lar aſſiſtance to another which is opprefled by its 
government, as King WILLIAM did to England, 
and a general proſpective declaration, ſuch as is — 
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taincd in the dcerce of the 19th of November, and 
which became more hoſtile to the peace of other 
nations, as being iſſued upon the eve of a grea: 
Revolution which naturally affected the temper and 
feelings of mankind. Neither do I ſeek to maintain 
that England ſhould have reſted ſecure from the 
explanation of the other points in difference as the 
are explained in this correſpondence, much leſs that 
ſhe ſhould have relied upon the fincerity of them, 
or the durability of French councils, to give finceri- 
ty its effect. Theſe are matters of fair political 
controverſy, which I purpoſely avoid ; but hazard 
the aſſertion, that common policy and common ſenſe 
abſolutely enjoined that they ſhould either have 
been made the lion e of war, as ag- 
greſſions which admitted no ſettlement, or the ſub- 
ject of negotiation upon terms conſiſtent with dig- 
nity and ſafety. | 

ut, unfortunately, neither of theſe courſes were 
purſued. We neither made war upon theſe aggreſ- 
fions, which might have led to a termination of it 
upon their removal, nor would we conſent to put 
their removal into a train of amicable negotiation. 

The letters of credence ſent by the Republic 

were refuſed, not becauſe of theſe enumerated ag- 
greſhons, or of any other, but becauſe ſhe was 2 
Republic; and in a few days afterwards, Monſieur 
CHAUVELIN, Who preſented them, was alſo diſ- 
miſſed from the kingdom; not becauſe the anfwers 
of his government were declared unfatisfactory on 
the points objected to, but becauſe the French 
monarchy had been finally terminated by the de- 
ſtruction of their King. On that account ſolel 
Monfieur CAUvEIIN was directed, on the 24 
of January, 1793, to quit this kingdom; the KINO 
having declared by the Secretary of State, That 
« after ſuch an event, his MajzesTyY could no 
longer permit his refidence here.” And the 
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communication of that order to the Parliament on 
the 28th of January following, expreſsly ſtated his 
diſmiſhon to be on account of the late atrocious 
act perpctrated at Paris.” 0 
Before this period, France was, undoubtedly, ſo- 
licitous for peace. She had done none of the acts 
complained of in the correſpondence, until her 
independence had been threatened by a hoſtile con- 
tedcracy. She had prayed the mediation of Great- 
Britain to diſſolve that confederacy, and to avert its 
conſequences. She had difavowed conqueſt and 
aggrandizement ; and the only ſteps ſhe had taken 
inconſiſtent with that declaration, were invaſions of 
the territories of princes confederating or confe- 
derated againſt her. She offered to reſpect the 
neutrality of Holland, and ſolemnly diſavowed every 
act or intention to diſturb the government of Great- 
Britain. | ON 
This poſture of things, which if not wholly ſatis- 
factory, was certainly a poſture for amicable and 
_ commanding ſettlement, the Britiſh government thus 
diſturbed by an a& which may be termed an inter- 
ference with the internal government of France; ac- 
companied befides with what cannot well be denied 
to be an inſult by thoſe who maintain that Lord 
MaLlMesBURY Was inſulted. Monſieur Cravve- 
LIN was diſmiſſed from this kingdom, not as Lord 
MALMESBURY was from France, becauſe his terms 
of negotiation were admiſſible ; but becauſe no in- 
tercourſe upon any terms could be admitted to a na- 
tion which with cruelty or injuſtice had put her king 
to death? I am not juſtifying or extenuating the 
regicide—but what had this nation, as a nation, to 
do with it? Would any of thoſe who, in con- 
fidering it as a murder to be avenged by England, 
have been acerſſary to the deaths of above a million 
of innocent unoſſending men, and to the miſery and 
devaſtation of Europe, venture now to confider it as 
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a freſh cauſe of hoſtilities, H all the crowned heads 
in Europe were to he cut off by their ſubjects ?—I 
believe not. Indeed ſuch a cauſe of war has been 
ſince abandoned: but by what ſtages, upon what 
principles, and wich what conſequences, I ſhall 
examine hercafter. 

In this fate of things the KING met the Parlia- 
ment on the 12th of December, 1792; when not- 
withſtanding the conciliatory declarations detailed 
in the preceding correſpondence, (to the whole of 
which Parliament was ſtill an entire ſtranger) his 
MajesTy was adviſed by his Miniſters to repeat 
the ſame three direct charges againft France which 
had been beſore made to her Ambaſſador, and upon 
the footing of theſe complaints, without ſubmitting 
the anſwers which had been given to them to the 
conſideration of Parliament, they called upon the 
country to enable them to augment our forces, and 
mixed in their addreſs to the throne, but ſtill more 
in the debates which led to it, a language of re- 
proach and inſult wholly unexampled in the pro- 
ceeding of any public cour.ctl, to the governmen 
of an independent nation. | 

To ſave the country ruſhing down this precipice 
of ruin in the phrenzy of alarm, which cvery nerve 
of government had been ſtrained to propagate, Mr. 
Fox, on the 15th of December, when the Speakc- 
of the Houſe of Commons had reported the KING“ 
anſwer to the addreſs of the Houſe, and whill: 
Monfheur CKAauveliNn was yet in England, pro- 
poſed, ©© That an humble Addreſs ſhould be pre- 
*©* ſented w his MajesTyY, praying that he would 
de pleaſed to appoint a Miniſter to be ſent to 
Paris to treat with the perſons exerciſing pro- 
vifionally the functions of government in France, 
** touching ſuch points as might be in difference 
between his Mars and his Allies, and che 
French nation.“ | 
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At this me the French government had done 
no one att which chen Miniſters themſelves confſi- 
dered as a foundaiion for war; fince war was not 
cven propoſed in the Kixe's ſpeech ; but on the 
contrary, the correſpondence not then diſcloſed to 
ihe Houſe, and which was going on at this ve 
period, continued to expreſs the moſt pacific diſ- 
poſitions. 

The propoſition was therefore the moſt important 
ir; Point of matter, and the moſt critical in point of 
time, ever offered to the conſideration of Parlia- 
ment, and it was made in a manner the moſt ſimple 
and affecting: afraid of irritating where the object 
was to perſuade, and ſubducd by the dreadfully 
impending calamities, Mr. Fox put the rein upon 
that overpowering cloquence which ſo eminently 
diſtinguiſnes him, and in a very few, plain, un- 
anſwerable ſentences, beſceched the Houſe to try 
the effect of negotiation before ſteps were taken 
which would inevitably bring on hoſtilities: to pre- 
pare with vigour and firmneſs for war, but with 
prudence and gentleneſs to cultivate peace. 

When this propofition was made, the annexation 
of Belgium, now the main obſtacle to peace, was 
diſavowed by France; and as ſhe was a fuitor to 
us befides, fo: our mediation with the EMPEROR, it 
is eaſy to ſee how fure the road was to its return to 
its former government. The ſecurity of Holland, 
whilſt ſhe profeſſed her neutrality, was profeſſed, 
and in a manner guarantied. The ancient limits of 
France were propoſed as her dominion, and Implicit 
reſpect was manifeſted to the independence and 
conſtitutions of other nations. Yet fo irreſiſtible 
was the force of deluGon and inſstuation, that Mr. 
Fox's propoſition, though its object was to ſecur⸗ 
every thing, whiilt it conceded nothing3and though 
it came ſrom a perſon long the favourite, and vith 
all its leanings ſtill the favourite of the Houſe of 
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Commons, yet eit was received amidſt almoſt univer- 
ſal burſls of diſapprobation, ſcarcely indeed with 
the obſervances of pailiamentary decorum. Some 
perſons Jong attached to this great man, by friend- 
thip as well as opinion, ſeemed to forget their re- 
verence (or his talents and integrity, and one went 
the length of lamenting even his former political 
attachment to him. 

For baving made this propoſition I will not vin- 
dicate Mr. | His own eloquent and maſterly 
vindication of it, his predictions, too fatally accom- 
pliſhed, and the groans of a ſuffering world bear 
awful teſtimony ſor him. 

At the time this motion was made, the correſ- 
pondence between Lord GzxzwviLrLe and Monheur 
Cnavvyrix being fill kept back from the Houſe 
of Commons, Mr. Fox himfelf did not know the 
additional foundations he had for his propoſition. 
It reſted upon his own wile forecaſt at the time he 
made it; but in a few days afterwards the whole 
details were communicated by a meſſage from the 
Kinc*, and the late Houſe of Commons found in 
the ſubmiſhve propoſitions of France (which they 
did not know of when they refuſed negetiating, ) an ad- 
ditional juſtification for the war. 'They thanked his 
Majrsry for bis gracious communication, and 
pledged their lives and fortunes to ſupport hoſti- 
lities. 

It was impoſſible not to pauſe here, for a moment, 
% contemplate the probable conſequences, if we 
had attended the councils of this exalted and diſin- 
tereſted ſtateſman at that critical and momentous 
period. 

The regular governments of Europe, as if they 
vere one power, ſurrounded Great-Britain with 
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unbroken force and reſources; a confederacy which 
would have been infinitely more awful and com- 
manding, if the principles of its union had only 
been common lecurity. Had Great-Britain, the 
hrit amongſt the nations, and enjoying herſelf a free 
conſtitution, accepted the offer of being the arbitreſs 
of the repoſe of Europe, with what a commanding 
voice might the have ſpoken to France whilſt her 
factions were tearing one another to plece$r ad 
her government could ſcarcely ſupport itſelf Sg 

peace ! | 
If, inſtead of inciting and encouraging the princes 
of Europe to invsde France, for the purpoſe of diſ- 
ſolving her eſtabliſhment, we had become her fecu- 
rity againſt their invaſions, whillt her revolution 
ſnould be confined to her own limits and ſubjects, 
it is not poſſible to believe upon any reaſoning from 
human lite and experience, that Europe could have 
now been in its preſent condition. But if, inſtead 
of this paſſive and merely preventive influence, Great- 
Britain, in the true ſpirit, and in the full ripeneſs 
of civil wiſdom, had felt a juſt and generous com- 
paſſion for the ſufferings of the French people; if, 
ſeeing them thirſting for liberty, but ignorant of 
the thouſand difficulties which attend its eſtabliſh- 
ment, ſhe had taken a friendly, yet a commanding 
part; if, not contenting herſelf with a cold acknow- 
ledgment of the King of the French, by the infidi- 
ous forms of an embaſly, ſhe had become the faith- 
ful, but at the ſame time the caunous protector of 
the firſt Revolution; if ſhe had put the rein upon 
Europe to prevent its interference, inſtead of coun- 
tenancing the confederacy of its powers againſt it, 
the unhappy Louis might now have been reigning, 
according to his oath, over a free people; the hor- 
rors of ſucceeding revoluttons might have been 
averted, and much of that rival jealouſy, the 
ſcourge of both nations for ſo many centuries, 
| night. 


Wy 


wizbt, without affecting the happy balances of our 
mixed Conſtitution, have been gradually and hap. 
Py « ctinguiſhed. 

The powets that then exiſted in France, however 
infincere, or however unlettled in their authority, 
havi. g preteried the continuance of peace, and hav- 
ing aſ:-c4 our mediation with the EArTRORA upon 
the zenunclation of conquelt and aggrandizement, 
auge a tce diſavoual of interference with the 
go ts of other countries, we ſhould have 
taken them at their words. The poſſible inſincerity 
of the of er, or the weakneſs of perhaps an expiring 
faction to give it eficacy, would have only added 
to te predominancy of Great Britain. Ihe mag- 
nanimous ard beneficent conduct of a powerful 
naticn policing a free government, admitting the 
right of another nation to be free, oficring its coun- 
tenance to rational fieedom, lametning the depar- 
ture from its true prinetples, and demanding only 
ſecurity againſt its influence to dilturb herfelt, would 
have been irreſiſtible in its effects. Amidſt the ty- 
rannies of quick ſucceeding factions, the united 
force of this country aud her allies exerted upon 
ſuch a found principle, and thrown into the ſcale 
of any party in France thai might have been will- 
ing to preſerve the peace, would have given to that 
party an over: ultng aicendancy. 

This is fo true, that we know the ſhare which 

even BRisser had in the commencement af hoſtili- 
ties, amidſt all the provocations to them, was the 
principal caule of his deſtruction, and the root of 
RokEkSPIERRE's popularity, which enabled him to 
become the tyrant of France. Nothing, indeed, 
could have withſtood, in the fentinents of that na-: 
tion, the ſtriking and ſalutary contraſt between being 
left to the coalolidatton ot her own conſtitution, 
without any obſtacle but the vices and paſſions ot 
her owa ſubjects, and the wii! provecation of the 
who's 
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whole civilized world encompaſſing her territories 
with a force apparently ſufficient to cruſh to pieces 
her eſtabliſhment, even if it had not been tottering 
upon 1ts own baſis from internal cauſes. 

But ſuppoſing the practicability, or the effects of 
ſuch a ſvitem in Great Britain to be altogether falſe 
and viſionary; admitting, for the fake of argument, 
that the agitation of the French revolution, was too 
violent, and its principles, from the very beginning, 
too diſorganizing and miſchievous for regular 
governments, under any reſtraints, to have inter- 
meddled with, or even acknowledged, nothing | 
would follow from the admiſſion in favour of the 
war; becauſe a fincere yet armed neutrality on the 
part of Europe would have been the ſureſt and the 
moſt obvious courſe for diſſolving the new Republic, 
or, at all events, of recalling it the fooneſt to fome 
ſocial order of things. Ry 

France was at that time (according to the authors 
of the war) torn to pieces by the moſt furious and 
nearly balanced factions, which made her govern- 
ment a mere phantom, competent only to evil, and 
incapable of good. Be it ſo. For that very rea- 
ſon we ſhould have obſerved the moſt perfect, and 
even the moſt ſoothing neutrality. Heterogeneous 
bodies having no principle of union capable of con- 
ſtituting a ſubſtance, and which, if left to them- 
ſelves, would ſeparate and diiperſe, may be bound 
together by external force, and paſſed through the 
furnace till they unite and incorporate. This was 
preciſely the caſe with France. She was rent aſun- 
der by the internal diviſions of her own people, but 
cemented again by the conſpiracy of Kings. Her 
great leaders, were banded againft each other, 
not only from the moſt deadly hatred and the luſt 
of dominion, but ſeparated by the moit extravagant 
zeal for contradictory theories of government, 
whilſt the people were toſſed to and fro, the alter- 
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nate victims of repugnaut and deſolating changes. 
In this unexampled crifis, perſons, capable upou 
other occaſions of judging with accuracy and acute- 
neſs, were looking by every mail for the utter de- 
ſtruction oi the French Government ; but they had 
loſt the clue to the myſtery, or rather to the plain 
principle which preſerved it: the Britiſh Miniſter 
was the guardian angel that hovered over Trance, 
and the ſole creator of her ominous and portentous 
ſtrength. The neceflity of reſiſting by combina- 
tion the external war with which he ſurrounded ber, 
counteracted the ſeparation ariſing from her inter- 
nal commotions. It raiſed up a proud, warlike, 
and ſuperior fpirit, at the call of national indepen- 
dence, too ſtrong for the interior ſpirits whoſe en- 
chantments were diſſolving her as a nation; aud 
by the -operatton of the fimpleſt principles of unal- 
terable aud univerſal nature, rather than from any 
_— peculiar in the charaQteriſtic of Frenchmen, 
conſolidated her mighty Republic, and exhibited a 
career of conqueſt and glory unequalled ia tie 
annals of mankind. 

In the ſame manner the cfuel confiſcatious and 
judicial murders, which, under the ſame tyrannies 
deſtroying one another, diſgraced the earlier periods 
of the Republican revolution, may be mainly aſ- 
cribed to the ſame predomiugnt cauſes. If krance 
had been left by other nations to the good or evil 
of her own changes, the preſcriptions which pre- 
vailed for a long ſeaſon could not have exiſted in 
the ſame extent in any civilized nation, nor even 
in a nation of human beings: but the reign of terror 
(as it was well called) mult be always a fcign of 
blood, becauſe there is no principle of the human 
mind ſo mean or ſo mercileſs as fear. In propor- 
tion, therefore, as the Government of France was 
ſhaking by external conſpiracies, and trembling far 
its exiſtence, it became of courſe more ſubje& to 
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internal agitation by the revolts of its own ſubjects. 
Had it not therefore been for our unhappy inter- 
terence, royaliſts of the old ſchool, and royaliſts of 
the monarchical revolution, bending before the ſtorm 
of national opinion, and ſeeing no great ſtandard 
hoiſted for their protection, would bave really or 
ſeemingly acquieſced in the new. order of things; 
they would have given little offence or jealouſy to 
the ſtate, and what is far more important, the ſtate 
itſelf, unimpelled by the terrors of revolt and the 
expences of war, would not bave had the ſame 
irreſiſtible motives for ſeizing upon the perſons and 
property of its ſubjects; and thus numerous clafles 
of men, poſſeſſing dignities and property, which 
have been chaſed from their country, or ſwept off 
the face of the earth, would have remained within 
the boſom of France, inactive indeed, for the pre- 
ſent, but whoſe filent and progreſſive influence here- 
after might have greatly affected the temper, if not 
the form of the government, at no very diſtant 
period. 
This was preciſely the caſe in England upon the 
death of Charles the Firſt : the nobles and great men 
of the realm ſubmitted to the protectorſhip of 
Cromwell, and Europe acquieſced in it. Cromwell, 
therefore, executed his authority according to the 
new forms, but without any ſyſtem of proſcription. 
The high men of the former period continued to 
exiſt. and with all the influences of property, which 
remained with its ancient poſſeſſors; the monarchy, 
might, therefore, be ſaid to have been rather in 
abeyance than aboliſhed, and when the return of 
Charles was planned and executed, every thing 
ſtood in its place, and conſpired to favour his reſts. 
ration. But if the nations of Europe had then un- 
ſucceſsfully combined to reſtore monarchy in Eng- 
land, as they have lately to reſtore it in France, the 
conſequences would have been exactly ſimilar. The 
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monatchieal party in England would have undoubr- 
edly flocked to the ſtandard: they would have en- 
dexvoured by force, or by intrigue, to diſſolve the 
common wealth; thoſe who were taken would have 
been executed as traitors; others would have been 
driven out of England as emigrants; their great 
eſtates would have paſſed into other hands; a title 
to them would have been made by the new govern- 
ment to thoſe who, as in France, became the cre- 
ditors of the public during an exaauſting war ; the 
whole body of nobility and great landed proprietors 
would have periſhed in England, and Chatles the 
Second could no more have landed at Dover, than 
Louis the Eighteenth could ofter himſelſ before 
Calais at this moment. 

It may be aſked, why the ſagacity of that arch 
ſtateſman Cromwell did not foreſee the conſeqnences 
I have appealed to? and the application ot my whole 
argument is concluded, and becomes invulnerable 
by the, anſwer. The anſwer is —be could not do 
it. The powers of Europe, and his own ſubjects 
through theic interference, did not furmin him with 
the occaſion. Neither in England, nor in France, 
nor in any other country, will men bear bloody 
murders, or cruel confiſcations, but under the pref: 
ſure of ſome actual or appareat neceſſity to form the 
tyrant's plea, This plauſible and unfortunate plea 
was given. by. coniederated Europe, but priacipaliy 
by England, to the tyrants of France; and thus the 
Republic became not only: co: rfolidated for the pre- 
ſent, but the return of ſuch a {fate of things was in- 
evitably prevented, as might have led ro a reſtora 
tion in France, like that which followed the com- 
mon wealth in England. 

lu the firſt ſtages: of the revolution, the French 
people, like the Engliſh in the laſt century, had no 
intereſt in their government more ſolid, nor more 
permanent, than the theories Which had given it 
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birth. The French Republic, therefore, like. the. 
Englih commonwealth, had but a precarious and, 
doubtful foundation. But how ſtands it now, in, 
:onfequence of our unprincipled and impolitic in- 
te ference? It ſtands upon a rock. It exiſts no 
anger from force but from will. It depends no. 
longer upon opinion, but leans upon intereſt; and 
not merely upon general intereſt, which. after a 
tate of great agitation, naturally inclines a nation 
to reſt; but upon a particular and individual inte- 
reſt univerſally ſpread. The very exiſtence of all 
claſſes of the people now depends wholly upon the 
power and the continuance of the ſtate. There is 
{carcely any property in France, real or perſonal, 
which, in the hands of the preſent poſſeſſors, has 
any other foundation. There is no ancient undif- 
puted pofſeſſion of land which has ever been a title 
in molt changes of human governments: there is 
no money which may be buried till the ſtorm is 
overblown. On the contrary, the land is almoſt, 
univerſally beld by the public creditors againſt the 
former poſſeſſors, either under a fale from the go- 
vernment, or as a pledge for money leut to it; and 
che paper currency of the nation, (which is its per- 
ſonal eſtate) may, without loſs to the proprietors, be 
torn into a thouſand pieces, unleſs the Republic 
continues to be one and indiviſible. 3 
In the very point in difference at this moment, 
which ſtands as a ſtumbling block in the way of 
peace, the force of this important truth may ſpee- 
dihy be made manifeſt. With all the influence of 
the Britiſh Miniſter, he cannot, probably, continue 
the war for any long ſeaſon on the ſcore of Bel- 
gium, and for this plain reaſon; the intereſt. which, 
tne public ought to take in its ſeparation from, 
France, bears no rational proportion to the price 
at which it which it muſt be purchafed through war,, 
_ luppoſing the event to be even certain. Ihe people: 
therefore 
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therefore will ſpeedily murmur; and as Mr. Pitt 
muſt either abandon Belgium or his fituation, it is 
eaſy to anticipate the election he will make. France, 
on the other hand, will find fewer difficulties with 
her ſubjects. The wiſdom of miniſters has provided 
againſt it. Belgium, through the neceſſities of war, 
has been pledged to the public creditor, and the 
ſurrender of it upon any principle ſhort of a necet- 
fity which ſuperſedes all choice, would be a ſurren- 
der of the very exiſteuce of her Republic. 

I am not defending France: I am ſtating her ac- 
tual fituation, her views, and her capacities, and 
am endeavouring to trace them to their origiual and 
obvious cauſes. _ 

But it was a conteſt, it ſeems, to ſave religion 
and its holy altars from prophanation and annihila- 
tion. Of all the pretences by which the abuſed 
zeal of the people of England has been hurried on 
to a blind ſupport of Miniſters, this alarm for the 
Chriſtian religion 1s the moſt impudent and prepol- 
terous. How it could ſucceed, for a moment, in 
an enlightened age, and with a nation of Chriftians, 
will probably be confidered hereafter as one of the 
moſt remarkable events which has diſtinguiſhed this 
age of wonders. 

Before this diſcovery of the preſent miniſters, 
who had ever heard of the Chriſtianity of the French 
court, and its ſurrounding nobles, towards whom 
the hurricane of revolution was principally directed? 
Who had ever heard of their evangelical characters 
ſo as to lead to an apprehenſion that Chriſtianitr 
muſt be extinguiſhed with their extinftion ? Who 
that ever really profeſſed the Chriſtian religion from 
the times of the apoſtles to the preſent moment, 
ever before conſidered it as a human eſtabliſhment, 
the work of particular men or nations, ſubje& to 
deline with their changes, or to -periſh with theic 
falls? No man ever exiſted who is more alive to 
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every thing connected with the Chriſtian faith than 
the author of theſe pages, or more unalterably 
impreſſed with its truths; but theſe very impreſſions 
deprive me of any ſhare in that anxious concern of 
the cabinet of St. James's, for the preſervation of 
religion, which was going to ruin, it ſeems, with 
the fall of the groſs ſuperſtitions and abominable 
corruptions of the prieſthood and monarchy of 
France. Weak men, not to have remembered, 
before they diſturbed the repoſe of the world, b 

their pious apprehenſions, that the fabric of Chrit. 
tianity was raiſed in dirct oppoſition to all the 
powers and eſtabliſhments of the world, and that 
we have the authority of God himſelf, that all the 
nations of the earth, ſhall be finally gathered toge- 
ther under its ſhadow. Raſh men, not to have 
reflected before they embarked in this eruſade of 
deſolation, that however good may be attained 
through evil, in the myſterious ſyſtem of Divine 
Providence, it is not for man to ſupport that reli- 
gion which commands peace and good will upon 
earth, by a deliberate and deep laid ſyſtem of 
bloodſhed, famine, and devaſtation. I by no means 
intend to inculcate by theſe obſervations, that, be- 
cauſe Chriſtianity, if it be founded in truth, muſt 
ultimately prevail over all oppoſition, that therefore 
Chriſtian nations, or Chriſtian individuals, are ab- 
ſolved from their activities in its defence, or in its 
propagation. In this, as in all other human dif- 
penſations, the Supreme Being acts by means that 
are human, and our duties are only exalted inſtead 
of being weakened by this awful confideration : but 
theſe duties, whilſt they ſerve to quicken our zeal 
in what is good, can in no inſtance involve us in 
what is evil. They dignify that piety which pro- 


pagates the goſpel by Chriſtian charities, but con- 


demn that raſhneſs which would eſtabliſh or extend 
it by force. 5 
This 
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This ctn@ertiniiion, from the very eſſence of 
Chriſtianity, muſt fall even upon honeſt crror 
aſſerting iis dominion by the ſword: but if the 
condemnation ſhould ever happen io range more 
widely, fo as to involve ambition, dealing coldly 
in blood, for its on ſcandalons purpoſes, under 
garb of meckneſs and truth, I dare not admit into 
my mind even an idea of the puniſhment which 
ought to follow. I would rather from humanity 
invoke the patience of God and man, than invite or 
direct their vengeance. 

The prerence of a war * N opinions to 
check, as it was alledged, the contagion of thcir 
propagation, is equally ſenſeteſs and extravagant. 
'The fame reaſon might equally have united all 
nations in all times 2gainſt the progreſfive charges 
which have conducted rations from barbariſm to 
light. and from deſpotiſm to freedom. Tt ought 
indiſſolubly to have combined the Catholic king- 
doms to wage eternal war, till the principles of the 
reformation, leading to a new civil eſtabliſhment, 
had been abandoned. It fhould have kept the ſword 


unſheathed until the United Provinces returned to 


the ſubjection of Spain, until King William's title 
and che eſtabliſhment of the Britiſh revolution had 
given way to the perſons and prerogatives of the 
Stuarts, and until Waſhington, inſtead of yielding 
up the cares of a republican empire to a virtuous 
and free people, in the face of an admiring and 
aſtoniſhed world, ſhould have been dragged as a 
traitor to the bar of the Old Bailey, and his body 
quartered upon Tower Hill. 

All theſe changes were alike in their turns calum- 
niated and reprobated, and fought with by the 
abuſes which they diſgraccd and trampled on. Time 
has now placed in the ſhade the arguments and the 
deeds by u hich wiſdom and valour triumphed: they 
are there only viewed by learning and retirement, 
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v hich enables cowardice and folly, by aritfkees 
formerly detcaied, che caſier to impoſe upon a bufy 
or an unthinking world. 

But it is maintained, that independent of the 
general intereſt of all nations to ſuppreſs irrcligion, 
and anarchy, the exiſtence of the French revolution 
had a direct and immediate bearing on the ſecurit 
of the Britiſh government; that the political prinet- 
ples which of old divided the country, and formed 
2a ſalutary oppoſition to the crown, hal taken an 
enrely new and dangerous direction; that rhe firſt 
principles of our mixed and balanced government 
were held up to deriſion and reproach, that the 
privileged orders of the ftate were mocked- and in- 
fulted ; whilſt the reign of liberty, under a repub- 
lican form was anticipated with enthuſiaſm by large 
claſles of the people. | 

Without at all admitting this to have been the 
caſe in the extent contended for, and relying, as T 
have already done upon the judgments of our fo- 
lemn tribunals for the refutation of it; yet for the 
ſake of the argument, aſſuming it to be true, I am 
again utterly at a loſs to diſcover what 1s gained from 
the admiſhon by the advocates for the war. Such a 
diſpoſition in any confiderable claſfes of the people 
might have called for particular prudence in go- 
vernment, and might have juſtified particular ex- 
ertions of police. It might, in the honeſt opinion 
of many, have been a ſtrong argument againſt yield- 
ing to any reforms at that particular moment: it 
might have ſuggeſted ſome reſerves in the commun1- 
cations with France, even in times of peace, during 
the criſis of her pelitieal exploſion, and it might 
have juſtified vigorous proſecutions carried on in 
the ſpirit and according to the practice of the laws. 
But I demand of ihe returning reaſon of the 'coun- 
iry, how the apprehended danger from the conta- 
gion of opinions could poſhbly be averted by war, 
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or by che concomitant meaſures which were an in- 
ſeparable part of the ſyſtem? Were the forms of 
our frec government likely to be better reconciled 
to the minds of alienated ſubjects by depriving theun 
of the actual ſubſtance of freedom, which it is the 
objects of all governments to ſecure ? If they were 
diſcontented with the Engliſh conftituton, was it 
likely that an attack upon the rights of juries, 
the alteration of the ſacred laws of king Edward the 
Third, and the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus, 
would bring them back to their former zeal and ad- 
miration of it? If a contempt for the repreſenta- 
tives was the crime imputed to them, and a diſpo- 
ſition to invade their authority was the danger to be 
averted, was it the wiſeſt courſe to erect the Houſe 
of Commons into a grand jury to find capital bills 
of indictment for the crown againſt the people, and 
to prejudge their cauſes by publiſhing the accuſing 
evidence under the cruſhing weight of their autho- 
rity? If the ariſtocratic part of the ſtate was unhap- 
pily loſing its due eſtimation in popular opinion, 
was it prudent, at that particular moment, to deftroy 
all that was venerable in the peerage, from ancient 
dignities and names of renown in the beſt times of 
England, by filling the Houſe of Lords with the 
the proprietors of contemptible boroughs without 
even a pretence of ' public ſervice ; and advancing to 
high titles, over che heads of the moſt ancient peers 
in the kingdom, men familiar to our recollection in 
very ſubordinate fituations, marked during their 
whole lives by their ſervile dependance upon all 
miniſters, By odious to the people from their no- 
torious attachment to arbitrary principles of govern- 
ment ? If it be poſſible to add to this climax of folly, 
was it reaſonable to expect that, by ruſhing blindly 
into war, and thereby impoſing the inevitable ne- 
ceſſity of new taxes to an -incalculable amount, we 
ſhould purge away the ſpleen which the very weight 
7 | | of 
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or taxcs had notoriouſly engendercd ? Laſtly, was 
it the right courſe to eicape from the conſequences 
ot French opinions, when we knew to a certainty 
that it was no. from the opinions with which we 
were to hght, but from the very ſyſtem of war and 
iaxation that we were purſuing, as a remedy for 
difaffection, that the French monarchy ſtruck upon 
the rock of revolution ? 

[ deſire only to be reſpected or deſpiſed, to be 
conſidered as a man of common ſenſe or a madman, 
as the fair public voice of England 1s even now pre- 
parcd to anſwer cheſe queſtions. _ 

The cauſe of this bold appcal to an enlightened 
country is obvious. If the queſtion be aſked, in 
what the excellence of every human government 
mult conſiſt; the anſwer from civilized man 
throughout the world muſt be invariable and univer- 
fal. It is that which ſecures the ends of civil ſo- 
cicty with the feweſt reſtraints and at the leaſt ex- 
pence. This is undoubtedly true government. This 
is that ſyſtem of rule and order in ſociety, exiſting 
by expreſs or. tacit conſent, however it may have at 
firſt begun, or by whatever progreſs it may have 
become eſtabliſhed, which ſecures the greateſt num- 
ber of benefits and enjoyments, and which ſecuros 
them permanently; which impoſes the feweſt poſſi- 
ble reſtrainis beyond thoſe which a ſound, moral, 
and a wiſe police ought to ſuggelt in every country, 
and which leaves the ſubject in fall poſſeſſion of all 
that induſtry or harmlcis chance can bring along 
with chem, ſubjcct only to the ordinary internal ex- 
penccs of a frugal government, and the cxiraordi- 
nary contributions, to ſeeurc 115 preſervation. and 
independence. This was once the mphatical de- 
ſcripuon of the Engliſh govern.ucat, bat it is in- 
ſenfbiy ceaſing ig be fo; not that the conſtitution is 
loſt ; but that its ineſtimable objet is in the courſe 
of being ſacrificed to a falſe and pretended zcal for 
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its preſervation. LIaxaiion, as I hare ju? obterved, 

is the univerſal price which muſt univerſally be paid 
as a ſecurity for a national cſtabliſhment; but there 
are limits to every thing; if by raſh and unneceſſa— 
ry wars, and by a venal ſy {kem of expenditure. 

even in times of peace ihe revenue gets to the point 
which, without in/tant repentance and reformation, 
is faſt approaching; the nation (by which I mean 
the great maſs and body of people) can have no 
longer any poſſible intereſt in che defence or pre- 
fervation of their government: for it this ſyſtem 
of finance is perſiſted in, what has government in 
the end to ſecure? Not the property of the people 
derived from their induſtry, but the property of the 
public creditor, 10 whom that induftry 1s pledged ; 

and thus all the ay and dignity of the ſtate may 
degencratc into a nee machinery, neceflary to pro- 
rect the legalized incumbrance by further burdens 
on the ſubject, whoſe labour and exiſtence are mo: t- 
gaged. In ſuch a ſttvation, a government may too 
late diſcover its error and inſecurity ; becauſe the 
very zeal of the higher orders which encourages it 
in its extravagancc, is, upon the firſt principle of 
human nature, an inducement to the lower orders 
to revolt. Adyer ting to this awful conficcration, I 
have been ſhocked in the extreme at the late often- 
tatious triumph of che loan by ſubſeription. Very 
many perſons I am perſuaded have ſubſcribed to it 
from real motives of public ſpirit, and iheir exertion 
wazamolt ſcaſonable and eritical relief tothe ſtate; but 
pathng by the condition to which miniſters have re- 
duced their country, when public ſpirit may be really 
manifeſted towards a government by a loan which 
would conduct a private lender to a prifon as an 
iAurer, hat muſt be the reflections of the middle 
clafles and che labouring poor of Eng! and uon he 
facility of taxation, which this ſor: of Fatrlotiſm 
produces? The rich lend their mongz at dea fee, 
cent, but the public induitry is mor: saged for he 
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payment of the intereſt, and every article of con- 
tumption is already almoſt beyond the reach of the 
archeer and huſvand:inan, ſcrewed up as they are 
in proportion as they happen to come within the 
i oriex of this accumulating revenue. 

Lo v hat length this ſyſtem may extend without a 
great public calamity, I purpoſely avoid diſcuſhing ; 
but the ſupport given by the deluſion of the higher 
claſſes of the public to a ſyſtem of meaſures at once 
lo weak, and ſo deſtructive, ſo cnult to the people, 
and {o deſtructive to themſelves, poſterity, if not 
the preſent generation, may have occaſion to lament 
in unavailing ſackcloih. The danger to the monied 
intereſt and the proprictors of the funds, by the 
preſcnt unexampled expenditure, is certainly the 
moſt prominent and imminent. A danger which 
they have themſclves provoked, and which is be- 
coming eridcal by their own infatuation. But the 
proprictors of lands would do well to recolle& alſo 
that their ſituation is ſcarcely preferable. The war 
could neither have been bcgun nor continued to this 
hour, if the great repreſentatives of the landed in- 
tereſt had not ſupported the miniſters who projected 
it; and I cannot believe that the people of Great- 
Britain, whoſe fortuncs depend upon public credit, 
or the Parliament repreſenting chat people, will ever 
conſcnt eicher to a bankrupicy or to any inſolvent 
compoſition with the government, without a pro- 
ceſs, which in che horrors of revolution would be a 
difgraccful confiſcation ; but which in the legal re- 
formations, impoſed by neceſſity and juſtice upon 
the councils of a moral and intel}igent people, 
would teach every diſtin& claſs and order of man- 
kind, that their inicreſts arc inſe;;arav]ly interwoven 
with the inicreſt of the whole community ; and that 
they muſt always bear their-comtingent in the final 
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Amongſt the public f:pporicrs in Pacliament of 


theſe mcalures | ain complaining of, and amongſt 
the higher claſſes of men, who with equal zcal have 
privately ſupported them, I know there are many, 
very many perſons of the firſt honour, of the clearct? 
integrity, and the beſt general ſenſe, however miſ- 
lines upon this particular ſubject. Indeed it is a 
matter of great comiort to me to bclieve, as I do 
moſt firmly, that notwithſtanding the wide range of 
iuxury and corruption, the nation is enlightened and 


virtuous; I defire indeed to faſten perſonal ignominy 


or reproach upon no individual, public or private 
I leave every man's motives to his own conſcience, 
and to Hi who alone can ſcarch them. But theſe 
conceſſions, which private honour and public de- 
ccncy alike exact troa me, Icavc me nevertheleſs in 
full poſſeſſion of the privilege of a Brittiſh ſubject, 
which I fhall fearleſsty proceed to exerciſe, by 
charging the fat, exclufive, and conſtitutional re- 
fponfibility of all conſequences upon thoſe miniſters 
who have officially advifed and conducted the mea- 
ſures which produccd them. | 

To eſtimate ' rightly the extent of this reſponſibi- 
Iity, let us look at the comparative condition of 
Great-Brits:!n; it even fortitude and patience can 
bear to look at it, had the preſent war been avoided 
by prudent corcils ; and if the one hundied mil- 
lions of money 2btolutely thrown away upon it, or 
even half of tnat lum had been raiſed by a vigo- 
rous and popular adminiſtration for the reduction 
of the national debt. Fancy can hardly forbear to 
indulge in ſuch a renovating fcene of profperity ; a 


ſcene which unhappily i is now her exclufive and 


melancholy privileze to refort to. 

We ſhould have feen a moral, ingenious, and in- 
duilrions people, conſenting to an encreafe of bur- 
deus tO 1epair the errors of their fathers, and to 
ward off their conſequences from cruſhing their poſ- 
terity ; Out enjoying under the preſſure of them the 
virtuous 
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zutuous conſolation, that they were laying the 
foundation of a long career of national happineſs; 
iceing every relaxed and wearied ſinew of the go- 
vernment coming back to its vigour, not by ſudden 
reſt, which is an enemy to convaleſcence, but by 
the graduai diminution of the weight which ovet- 
prefled them. Obſerving new ſources of trade and 
manufacture burſting forth like the buds of the 
ſpring, as the froits of winter are gradually 
chaſed away, and ſeeing with pride and ſatisfaQtion, 
in the hands of a wile and frugal government, a 
large and growing capital for the refreſhment of all 
its independencies. To encourag2 and to extend 
marine eltabliſhineats, ow only real ſecuruy againit 
the hour vw hen ambition might diſturb the repole of 
nations. Jo give vigour to arts and mauufadtures, 
by large rewards and bounties. To feed and to 
employ the poor, by giand and extenfive plans of 
national improvement. To rewore by degrees the 
preſſure of complicated revenue, and with it the 
complicated and gailing penalties inſeparable from 
its collection. Jo form a fund, to bring juſtice 
within the reach and to the very doors of the poor, 
and, by a large public revenue at the command of 
the magiſtracy, to ward off the miſeries, the reflec- 
tion of which, under the beſt ſyſtem of laws in 
the world, and under their pureſt adminiſtration, 
have wrung with frequent ſorrow the heart of the 
writer of theſe pages. And, finally, to enable this 
great, benevolent, and enlightened country, with a 
more liberal and exhauſtlels hand, to advance in 
her glorious career of humaniting the world, and 
jpreading the lights of the goſpel to the uttermoſt 
corners of the earth. All theſe animating viſions 
are, I am afraid, fled for ever. It will be happy 
now if Great-Britain, amidſt the ſuſſerings and dit, 
tiefles of her inhabitants, can maintain her preſent 
trade, and prelerve, even with all its defects, her 
prefent ineſlimable conſtitution, = ; 
Having 
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Having ſhewn the origin of the war, and the ex- 
ertions made by the ſmall minority in Parliament, 
now proceed to expoſe to the nation the blindnet: 
and obſtinacy with which it was purſued ; in ſpite 
of a ſeries of the molt favourable opportunities to 
terminate it with advantage in the beginning, and 
in dehance afterwards ot a chain of events in rapid 
and diſaſtrous ſucceſſion, which maniteſted the ut- 
ter impracticability of the objects for which it was 
perſevered in. I will do this from a ſhort review 
of the principal proccediags of Parliament upon 
the ſubject, which ſpeak for themſelves ; their exiſt- 
ence cannot be denied, nor their contents miſrepre- 
ſented with effect. I ſelect thoſe of the Houſe ot 
Commons, not only becauſe I was perſonally pre- 
ſent at moſt of them, but becauſe they are notort- 
ouſly the foundation of all the tranſactions of go- 
vernment. 

Hoſtilities had fearcely been commenced, when 
the ſubje was again brought before the Houſe of 
Commons by Mr. Grey; a gentleman who has juſtly 
endeared himſelf to his country by his able and 
indefatigable exertions throughout every fiage of 
this extraordinary conjuncture, and who has ſecured 
to himſelf the well-earned fame of the moſt accom— 
pliſhed orator, and, what is better, of an honeſt 
ſtateſman, in times of unexampled profligacy and 
corruption. 

On the 21ſt of February, 1793, Mr. Grey pro- 
poſed an addreſs to the King, expoſing the miſcon- 
duct of his miniſters in plunging the nation into 
war, without any adequate neceſſity, and lamenting 
the pretexts by which its popularity was promoted, 
in ſurpriſing the humanity of Engiiſhmen into mea- 
ſures which their deliberate judgments would con- 
demn, and by influencing their moſt virtuous ſenſi- 
bilities into a blind and furious zeal for a war of 
vengeance. The concluſhon © implored his Majeſt y 
to ſeize the moſt immediate opportunity of putting 

a a ſtop 
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Na ſtop to the hoſtilities which threatened all Eu- 
* rope 'with the greateſt calamities. 

No other anſwer was given to this ſeaſonable pro- 
poſition, than that the Houſe had already and re- 
ceatly decided upon the queſtion ; and not only no 
lep was taken to open the view to negotiation, but, 
on che contrary, after many other truitlels attempts 
towards the fame object, his Majelty's migiſterg, 
at the opentag of the following ſeſſion, on the 21ſt 
or January, 1794, with greater ſincetity than has 
in general characteriſed their pryccedings, boldly 
and plainiy avowed the principle oh which the war 
bad been begun, and was tv be(profecutcd, viz. 
To oppole that wild and deitructive fyltem of ra- 
pine, anarchy, impicty, and irteligion, the effects 
* 0: which, as they had been manifeſted in France, 
furniſhed a dreadtul but uſeful leſſon to the preſent 
age and poſterity.— This was the avowed | 
ple of continuing the war, as appears by a reterence 
to his Majeſty's Specchꝰ Not a word was ſaid up- 
on the footing of territory and conquelt—although 
all the Auſtrian Netherlands had they been reduced 
under the government of the Emperor, although 
Meatz bad been recaptured, and ſoon after Valen- 
ciennes, Conde, and Queſnoy, taken; and although 
Holland had been delivered troin an Dy in- 
vaſion. 

Under theſe circumſtances, fo farvurabl ive 6 ne- 
gotiatiop, fo critical for terminating the war on 
terms advantageous to England and her allies, * (if 
it had proceeded upon any rational intellible foun- 
dation) not only no motion was made towards an 
amicable arrangement, but a principle of hoſtilities 
was thus openly developed, which wholly and ab- 
ſolutely precluded the return of peace. 

This declaration of miniſters, as contained in the 
King's Speech, was the more ſtriking and extrapr- 
diuar v, as it directly refuted their own unfounded 


* Vide the King's Speech, 21 Jan. 1794 
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1ﬀertion. 


aſſertion, that the war had procecded fiom France 

Mr. Pitt had continued to alert in Parliament, lang 
after the diſmiſſion of Chauvelin, * that the King 
* had ſtill left the door open to negotiation antu 
* amicable adjuſtment :* yet no ſooner was the war 
begun than its continuance was avowed and fuj- 
ported upon a principle, which fnewed that peace 
could under no conce ions of France, have been 

preſerved. For as the war was to be waged to 
ſubdue principles and opinions; to change the gu- 
vernment and not to publiſh overt acts of inſult ; 

or to enloice feſtitution; it is plain, © that the or 
* had never been left open at all,” as the miniſter 
had pretended, ſince France was precifely in the 
ſame ſtate at this moment as when M. Chanrelin 
was ordered to quit the kingdom; ; ard if the return 


of peace was at the opening of the ſefhion declared 


to be inadonnfhble, whilſt the principles of her go- 
vernment continued, it ſollows, that the original pre- 
ſervation of peace mult have been <qually inadmil- 
fible. whatever conceflions might have been made 
by France to preſerve it; ſince the teit-fame ſyſten 
exiſted at the commencement of the w ar, Which 
was now pronounced to be an mſuperable obſtacle 
to negotiation. I hope the time is now arnved, or 
at leaſt is rapidly ariiving, when the calm common 
ſenſe of the country will detect ſuch palpable du- 
plicity. 

This new and fatal principle of hoſlility was ren- 
dered ſtill more clear from the poſture of the de- 
bate upon the Addreſs; which was Jed, on the part 
of the government, by the Eail of Mornington, in 


a very able and complicated ſpeech, the reſult of 


much thought and labour, and delivered with great 
force. It was afterwards publifhed as a ſort of 
creed of miniſters upon the ſubject of the war. Jo- 
wards the concluſion of this ſpeech, as far as I could 
hear diſtinctly from the enthuſtaſtic approbation 
which the ſentiment pioduces, it contained thele 
| expreſſions: 
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expreſſions ; That whilſt the preſent, or any Ja- 
* covin government continued in France, no propo- 
* fit10n tor peace could be received or propoſed by 
England.“ I forbear to remark upon the fallacy 
ot the means by which this ſtout ptopoſition was juſ- 
titted; time has unfortunately been beforehand with 
me upon the ſubject ; events have already trampled 
upon the principles, and refuted the calculations. 

Upon this occaſion the Miniſter, the Houſe, and 
the Nation, received another ſolemn warning from 
Mr. Fox, againſt the phrenzy of thus purfuing a 
conteſt big with the moſt ruinous conſequences, 
withcut any defined or definable obiect. This extraot- 
dinary man, ſummoning up all the mighty powers 
ol bis capacious mind, in a ſpeech of unparalleled 
depth, comprehenſion, and eloquence, detailed the 
inevitable conſequences of ſuch a proceeding: he 
predicted the future conſolidation ot France from 
cur very eftorts to deftroy her: he anticipated the 
diſſolution of a conſederacy cemented by no intel- 
ligible principle of common intereft ; he looked for- 
ward to the defection of ſome, to the ſubjugation 
of others, and with a too prophetic pencil (would 
to God he had been permitted to expunge the ſcene 
again by his own councils !) painted the melancholy 
and diſaſtrous ſtate to which his country would in 
the end be reduced, and which 1 aſſert to be nearly 
her condition at this moment. Left almoſt fingle 
as we are upon the theatre of war—aſking for 
peace, but aſking for it in vain, upon terms which 
without war were not only within our reach to 
obtain, but left us to dictate—aſking for peace in 
France under the preſſure of a necefhty created by 
our own folly—aſking it of the regicide DireQory, 
whoſe exiſtence (I appeal to Mr. Burke and Lord 
Fitzwilliam) was pronounced to be perpetual war. 
Silent upon the ſubject of religion, without any 
atonement to its violated ajtars—and ſeeking by a 
thouſand ſubterſuges and aitifices uavortby of a 
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great nation (and which muſt and will certainly be 
unſucceſsful) to reſtore peace without hnmbliny the 
pride of the miniſters who provoked the war, by 
conſenting to terms which nothing but their own 
imbecility could hare raiſed France to the condition 
of offering, or have reduced England to the mortit:- 
cation of accepting.“ 

In order to relieve the country from the hortible 
condition of thus waging a war without a defined 
object, and conſequently without a protpect of 
termination, Mr. Grey, on the 26th of januar, 
1795, made a motion * to declare it to be the opi- 
nion of the Houle of Commons, that the exillenc: 
of the preſent Government of France ought not 
to be conſidered as precluding at that time a ne- 
gotiation for peace.” 

At this time his Majeſty's Miniſters had begun to 
open their eyes to the improbability of reftoring 
the French monarchy, or indeed any monatchical 
eſtabliſhment in France, and had begun to fee allo 
the danger of being pledged to war during the ex- 
iſtence of her republican conſtitution. For althoug!, 
Mr. Grey's propoſition had been “ diſtinctly ſtated, 
and as clearly and diſtinctly accepted for debate 

by the miniſter,” as it had been an iſſue framed by 
lawyers for judicial preciſion, yet on the day of 
the motion he fled from the diſcuſſion thus tender- 
ed and received, and interpoſed the following dex- 
trous but diſaſtrous amendment Declaring the de. 
* termination of the Houſe to ſupport the King 3: 
the proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary war, a 

praying his Majeſty ro employ the relources (4 
© the RY to proſecute it with vigour and ches, 


c 


A motion tor peace was allo made in the Houſe of Lord: 
on the 17th of Febr uary, by the Marquis „ Lanſdowue, ſup 
ported by a moſt enlightened and convincing 'pe ech. upon tus 
rottenneſs of that confederacy which has f follen to bn. 


Bi 


($9 7) 


eil a pacification could be effected on Juſt and 
honourable terms, with any government in France 
capable of maintaining the accuſtomed relations 
of peace and amity with other countries.” 

The object of this amendment which the late 
Hoaſe of Commons adopted is almoſt too plain 
tor commentary. The miniſtcr, unable to juſtify 
an abſolutc refuſal of negotiation upon any terms 
4 ith the exiſting French government, but being re- 
ſolved not to negotiate for the preſent, nor to pledge 
himfelf to any future period when he would nego- 
tiate, nor to any diſtin principles or circumſtances 
by which he might ſtand in any degree pledged in 
any ume upon the ſubje&, had recourſe to the ab- 
ſolutely general terms of his own amendment to 
evade Mr. Grey's propoſition. What fart of go- 
vernment it was or might be, which ſhould create 
or ſecure this capacity of maintaining the relations 
of amity, he reſerved for his own fingle determinati- 
on, to be afierwards exereiſed juſt as it might ſuit 
his convenience from the contingencies of „ an 
or ſucceſs. If ſucceſs attended the war, he might 
continue to deny the capacity of preſerving amity, 
and purſue the f ſtem of ſubjugation or utter exter- 
mination ; whilſt on the other hand, if the adverſity 

fore:old to him, overtook him, he might recede from 
his haughty pretenſions without inconfiſteney or 
humiliation, and, without any change of the prin- 
ciples to be ſubdued by war, declare the return of 
a ſocial and civil capacity of his own mere creation. 

If this tranſaction, pregnant with ſo many dangers, 
were not thus authenticated by the very journals of 
Parliament, the hiftorian who ſhould venture to tranſ- 
mit it to future times would ſcarcely find credit for 
his narration. | 

We ſec a mighty and warlike nation, with a po- 
pulation of twenty- five millions of fouls, ſituated at 
our very doors, and with which thercfore ſooner or 
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later we muſt either cultivate a friendly inter- 
courſe, or live in a perpctual ſtate of warfare; 
we ſee ſuch a community put with a {ſingle ſtroke 
of the pen out of the pale and communion of civi- 
lized nations. We ſee her (whilſt ſtrange to tel! 
peace was avowed io be our object) branded in the 
.facc of all Europe as a ſtanding plaguc, abomination, 
and reproach, not upon any recent act of aggreſſion 
or inſult, nor upon any actual or allcdged reſiſtance 
to propoſitions of peace and amuy from ourlelvcs 
or from other na ions, but only upon this arrogant 
and inſulting pretext of a politic incapacity wholly 
and purpoſely undefincd. 

By this unparalleled proccdurc, the French na- 
tion, inſtcad of being drawn inſenſibly back to the 
humane and ſocial 5 from which the paroxyſms 
of her revolution had diverted her inſtead of being 
at once awed by and rcconcilcd to Great-Britain, 
from ſceing her purſuing a ſyſtem active only as it 
regarded her own ſecurity. but in all other reſpects 
neutral, and even complacent, ſhe has been brought 
to a temper of rooted jealouſy and diſguſt ; and as 
an animal purſued beyond the ordinary courſe for 
which its common powers and inſtincts are beitowed, 
riſes to a pitch of ſagacity, ſtrength and boldneſs, 
which the natural hiſtorian can take no account of, 
ſo France, thus baited and inſulted, thus ſurrounded 
by nations with the arm of death lificd againſt her. 
has equally put at fault the ordinary calculations of 
national exertions, and brought this raſh and dan- 
2 miniſter to a ſtate of repentance unfortunatcly 
or his country. 
The charge which this tranſaction cſiabliſhes 
_ againſt him is of the mcſt icrious and heavy com- 
plexion. We are now deſired by this very miniſter 
to raiſe the ay againſt the ambition of France; 
againſt her infolent demcanour on the ſubject of 
ce, and her contempt of the balances which trea- 
ties have eſtabliſhed in Europe. If to obey this cali 
would 
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would ferre the intereſts of my country, I ſnould 
ink it a pious fraud io burn theſe pages, and to 
join in the abuſc. Bui as railing at our cnemics 
will neither conciliaic nor ſubdue them, it is fit 10 
recollect that the inſolence of her deportment has 
been dictated, if not juſtiied by our own. 

It 18 che Britiſh miniſter who has enabled France 
o hold a language which id may not, perhaps, be 
in our powor to filence, and which under fimitar 
circumitances, would be the univerſal language of 
man from the Pole to the Equator, if French princi— 
nles, French opinions, and French revolatons, 
had never cxiſted in the world. 

Every people, fo abſurdly and impolitiely out- 
raged, would hold this language to us :—Tow, who 
now from no juſtice or good will towards us, but 
under the preſſarc of a neecſſity created by your- 
ſelves, preſent youriclves at Paris wil h the balance 
oi Europe in your hands, which you call upon us 
LO refpett ; ; Du were the firſt to break it to pieces 
for Our deſtruction. You expunged us even from 
amongſt the nations whoſe aggregate compoſe that 
Europe you would thus adjuit and balance; 
and you invited all the nations, which ſhould be 
poiſed in its ſcales for common ſecurity, to put 
themſelꝭ es together into one ſcalc to cruſh and over- 
whelm us. In the reſiſtance of this unprincipled 
conſpiracy, and for our own tecurity againſt its 
effects we have ſeized upon the territories of ihe 
principal conſpirator, and we will preſerve them 
as a barrier againſt che dangers we have ſurmounted, 
which under other circumſtances, might have been 
faial. You now talk to us of your treaty wi ich chis 
Emperor, and we have no right :0 queſtion che 
merit of chat fidelity Which bind; you to each other. 
If you agrecd not to lay 9 down the ſword but by 
common conſent, it is not for France to argue Great- 
Bricain into a breach of her obligations. But what 
have we to do with the terms of a treaty — 
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the Emperor and England which had our unter de- 
ſtruetion as a nation tor its foundation; ; and if, as vou 
aſſert (perhaps with reafon) that it is inadmiiſhible 
for France io ſet up the aancxation of Belgium, and 
the demands of her conſtitution 43 a bar to the pro- 
poſed retroceſſion, it is no leſs inadmiſſible for 
Grcat-Britain to ſet up HER own treatics with bel— 
ligerent nations made without the conſent of France, 
and made only for her deſtruction, as her ultimatu ny 
tor the reſtoration of the peace which ſbe propoſes. 
| Would to God this were the language of ſp:cu- 
lation oaly—it i it were ſo, it ſhould not be publickly 
minc - but it is the actual language of che councils 
of France, az will appcar more fully in the {c- 
quel—as againit miniſters it is an argument of 
weight; but I hope to ſhew hereafter, that under 
other councils it never could have been held, and 
would not even now be held in the ſame extent or 
in the ſame temper againſt the Britiſh nation in its 
old, ample, manly, and auguſt character of freedom. 
Miniſters cannot hereafter be ſheltered from the 
reſponſibility of theſe ptoceedings upon the plea of 
inadvertaucy or miſtake. Their danger aud impo- 
licy, and their certain effect to produce the very con- 
juncture we are at this moment placed in, was inſiſt- 
ed on before the late Parliament in both Houſes iu 
a ſeries of motions, one after another, during two 
whole ſeiſious, conducted with ſuch great abilities, 
and ſupported by ſuch obvious policy, that though 
they had no eſtect within doors, they wrought an 
inſenſible effect upon the public, which, mixed with 
the diſtreſſes of the war, and the impracticability of its 
object, convinced the miniſter that his pretenſions 
muſt at laſt be abandoned, and led him amidſt the 
firuggles of obſtinacy and neceſſity, to purſue that 
ſyſtem of management, duplicity, and evaſion, which 
has placed us, at length, in our preſent ſituation. 
On the 6th of February, 1795, Mr. Grey moved 
a reſolatioa, rbat without preſuming to dictate or 
ſuggeſt 
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faggelt the time, nor the mode, nt tbe lines of ne- 
gotiation, only fought to remove the formal obſta- 
cle by the acknowledgment of a power in France 
competeut to recognize; and appealing for that 
* competency not ouly to the univerſal principles on 
* which all nations had ever acted towards each 
other, but to the practice aud experience of the 
United States of America, and of ſeveral powers 
Jof Europe in amity with the French Republic.” 
This reſolution was confidered by the miniſter to 
be in ſubſtance the ſame which had been made in 
the Jan uary preceding, aud was diſpoſed of accord- 
ingly by the previous queftion. But Mr. Wilber- 
force, member for Yorkſhire, ſtruck I muſt ſuppole 
by the unanſwerable principle and moderation of the 
propoſition, divided with the. minority ; declaring 
that the language in the addreſs to his Majeſty's 
fpeech, and on various other occaſions having held 
out to the French, that we would not treat with 
their preſent rulers, it was fit that that inſurmount- 
able obſtacle to peace ſhould immediately be tre- 
moved. And that as the latter part of the reſolution 
had no other object, he ſhould give it his ſupport. 
I mention this circumſtance, becauſe it proves to 
a demonſtration, that independenily. of all terms 
of negotiation, the incapacity of France to negotiate, 
continued to be the ruling principle of the war. 
That the ſeſſiou might not paſs away, leaving the 
affairs of the public in a condition ſo unexampled, 
more eſpecially, as it was plain from a thouſand 
circumſtances, that before Pailiament could. re- 
aſſemble, the condition of Great Eritain would be 
leſs commanding, Mr. Fox, on the 24th of March 
moved that the Houſe might reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houſe, to conlider of the 
{tate of the nation. . I had the good fortune to bear 
the noble oration with which this motion was ſup- 
ported. Its principal. heads and arguments the 
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public is happily poſſeſſed of ; but not of all the 
lubordinate parts which connected them together, 
much leſs of that awtul and commanding eloquence 
which brought home every part of it to the uuder- 
ſtanding and the heart. It did not, however, add à 
ſingle name to the diviſion, and although the inter- 
nal commotions of France were then faſt ſubſiding, 
though her preſent conſtitution was in a ſtate of 
organization, though the King of Pruſſia's conduct 
was more than ambiguous, though the French had 
penetrated into the heart of Catalonia, and a peace 
of neceility with Spain was inevitably approaching, 
and though we were proceeding by remonſtrance 
again{t the Swils cantons, Tuſcany, and Genoa, on 
the ſubject of their neutrality; yet the Parliament 
was prorogued without any enquiry into the paſt, 
or plan or object for the future; an inſuperable ob- 
ſtacle of peace was wantonly preſerved, and France 
was left under the ban of excommunication to ex- 
hauſt our reſources, to ſeparate us from our allies, 
to extend her conqueſts, and upon the unalterable 
and univerſal principles of human conduct, to 
nouriſh that ſpirit of diſtruſt and animoſity, at which 
we now affect to be ſurpriſed. 

When the Parliament met, on the 29th of 
October, 1795, ſome of the changes in the affairs 
of Europe, which all the world, except Miniſters 
had ſeen the certain approach of, had arrived, 
and the reſt were following. The deteſtable 
expedition at Quiberon had failed, and covered 
its authors with everlaſting ſhame; all proſpect 
of keeping up rebellion in La Vendee' had va- 
niſhed, and France was far advanced in the organi- 
zation of her preſent conſtitution; many of our 
poſſeſhbons in the Weſt Indies had been over-run 
and pillaged, the King of Pruſſia had totally departed 
from his alliance, and Spain had been forcibly detached 
from it; the dominion of the Stadtholder bad paſſed 
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away, and his majeſty declared to us to be in a ſtate 
of war with ſubjugated Holland. Miniſters, how- 
ever, ſaw nothing in all this, diſaſtrous or alarm- 
ing—on the contrary, his majeſty” s ſpeech began 
with the following encouraging declaration : 

* It is a great fatisfaction to me to reflect that 
notwithſtanding the many events unfavourable 
to the common cauſe, the proſpect reſulting from 
the general ſituation of affairs has, in many re- 
ſpecs, been materially improved in the courſe of 
the preſent war.” 

Amongſt the enumerated improvements, the al. 
teration in the aſſairs of France was not omitted, 
and would probably have appeared the more ſtrikin 
and remarkable if it had not been wholly eclipſed 
by the concluſion which was drawn from it. 

France had now organiſed. her new conſtitu— 
tion, and as the country was looking with in- 
creaſed anxicty to the moment when ſhe might be 
declared capable of negociating it might have been 
expected that miniſters would have adviſed his 
Myjeſy to correct the communication of this 
important event with the proipect of immediate 
peace. 


if, by the oradtice of the conſtitution, the ſpeech 


. 


of the ſovereign proceeded perſonally from himſelf, 


it is impoſlibie they could have been ſeparated ; but 

the ſpeech of the King is the ſpeech of his miniſter, 
and i> always fo conlidered by the Parliament and 
he nation, and in good truth the preſent one 
bears the molt indeliable and genuine marks of its 
author. 

As the anarchy of France was in a manner ad- 
mitted to be at an end, what was to come next? 
2 government undoubtedly capable of maintaining 
the relations of t amity—No0—this concluſion would 
have been too rapid a motion towards a negocia- 
tion. We were therefore told, © that the diſtrac- 
tion and anarchy which had prevailed in France had 
!edto a criſs, of which it was as yet impoſſible to 
foreſee the itfue ; but which, in all human pe obabi. 

F lity, 
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Itty, mult produce conv eyances higlily important to 
to the intereſts of F urope.” 

This bold and penetrating declaration led the way, 
might be expected, to the old neceſſity of profecut- 
ing the war with vigour and alacrity ; and accord- 
ingly with the communication of new treaties, this 
was the concluſion of his majeſty's ſpeech, which, in 
the form of a ſuitable addreſs, received again the 
ſanction of the late H. of Commons. 

On this occaſion Mr. Fox once more implored the 
miniſters, and the Houſe, and the nation, to advert 
to our condition, and the utter impracticability ot 
ſucceeding in the object of the war, and propoſed an 
humble addreſs, * carneſtly beſeeching his Majeſty 
not to conſider the governing powers ; of France to 
be incapable of maintaining the accuſtomed rela- 
tions of peace and amity, and appealing to the re— 
cent treaties ſhe had entered into, and the peace 
that ſhe already maintained with Pruffia, Spain, 
© and ſeveral of the princes of the empire.*— This 
ſalutary propoſition was alſo negatived—the miniſ— 
ter at the ſame time declaring, that when the con- 
ſtitution of France ſhould to be put in activity with 
the acquieſcence of the nation, ſo as to enable its 
legillature to ſpeak as the repreientatives of the 
French people, we ought then to be ready to nego- 
tiate without any regard to the form or the naturc 
of the government. 

lere then was another explicit admifſion that 
without any refuſal on the part of France to nego- 
tiate, or upon any ſpeciſic difference (as at preſent 
concerning terms ot peace, we were ſuffering her 
to conſolidate her empire, to nouriſh her animoſities 
to diſſolve our alliances and to threaten Europe 
with univerſal ſubjugation: the blood and money 
of England pouring out in the mean time, until 
our conſtitution- -mongers and augurs of political 
capacities ſhould be ſatisfied that France was fit to 
be received into the holy communion of the robbers 
and deſtroyers ot Poland, 

„The longeſt day will have an end.” In only 

| a little 


1 

2 little more than a month, after this period, France 
had completed her probation to the ſatisfaction of 
his Majeſty's miniſters, who accordingly adviſed the 
King to ſend a meſlage to the Commons on the 

gth of December acquainting the Houle, * That 
e the criſis which was depending at the beginning 
* of the ſeſſion had led to ſuch a ſtate of things, 
* as would induce his Majeſty, to meet any diſpoſi- 
„tion to negaciation on the part of the enemy, 
with an earneſt deſire to give it the fulleſt and 
*© ſpeedie!lt effect, and to conclude a treaty of gene- 
ral peace whenever it could be affected on jut 
and ſuitable terms for his Majeſty and his allies.” 

t 18 fit to paule here a little to examine this de- 
claration ; to conſider to what, in honeſt effect, tho 
not in preciſe words, it pled; red the miniſters who 
adviſed it, that we may be enabled to examine the 
the correipondence or repugnancy of theis ſubſe. 
quent conduct to their ſolemn engagements in the 
mouth of their Sovereign. 

The declaration admits the return of France to a 
capacity to maintain the common relations of peace 
and amity, becauſe, though it maſks this capacity 
under the vague definition of a tate of things, yet 
a readineſs, to negociate, in avowed conformity 
with the King's former declarations, amounts to a 
ſubſtantive admiſſion, that the formerly declared ob- 

/tacle to peace from the condition of France was 
done away. Moreover, by the expreſſion of an 
earneſt deſire, onthe part of his Majeſty, to give the 
fulleſt effect to the ſpeedieſt negociation of an hon- 
ourable peace, it uvaqueltionably bound the miniſ- 
ters to take ſome immediate ſtep to manifeſt the 
ſincerity of that declaration. But mark the reſer- 
vation obviouſly introduced into the meſſage to 
nullify this whole proceeding. 

Miniſters were pledged to no active ſtep whatſo- 
ever: on the contrary, the language of the meſſage 
compleatly ſecured to them the privilege of conti- 
nuing perfectly paſhve upon the ſubject of peace. 
His Majeſty only expreſſed his readineſs to meet any 
diſpoſition on the part of his enemies to negociate. 

2 Now, 
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Now, conſidering again the royal declaration as 
not at all perſonal to the King, but w holly as the 
act of his miniſters, in what ſangunge thall 1 ſpeak 
of it? Where or how was his Miajetty vin the na- 
ture of things, to meet ſuch pacitic ditpofitions, 
however they might have been entertained on the 
part ot France? The Britiſh government, by the 
various acts of its Crovn and Parliament (cnume- 
rated in the preceding pages,) had interpofed a po— 
fitive and public obſtacle to negociation—ir had de- 
clared the incapacity of the French government ; 
an obſtacle the moſt inſulting and degrading ever 
offered by one independent nation to another; and, 
notwithſtanding this declaration of 'the new ſtate 
ot things in the meſſage, it is plain that this obſta- 
cle fill continued. 

The declaration was a mere private com- 
munication cf the King of Great Britain 79 his 
own Parliament: it continued no fignification 
10 France of this change of ſentiment regard- 
ing her government. The exiſtence of a govern- 
ment was not even acknowledged. —If indeed his 
majeſty had accompanied the communication to 
his own Parliament with an authoritative declara- 
tion to the new government of France, acknow- 
ledging its civil capacity as the repreſentative of 
the French nation, and expreſſing a readineſs to 
negociate, even in the paſſive language of the mel. 
lage, I ſhould then have conlidered fuch a proceed- 
ing as a fair motion towards peace. But I again 
make my conſtant appeal to the enlightened good 
ſenſe of the country, whether, without making 
France at all a party to this proceeding, without: 
any declaration 79 her, that we faw that capacity 
in her government admitted by the meſſage, but 
which we had fo long denied, it was pollible mi- 
niſters could believe for a moment that they were 
really advancing in the work of peace. I deſire to 
ſand or fall in the whole of what I have written, 
as this plain queſtion ſhall be anſwered by every 
man whole reaſon is not diſordered, or whoſe heart 
is not corrupted. 


When 
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zen the miflage came to be laken into con. 
cderation in the tiouie of Commons on the goth of 
D:cember, the remarks | kave made Upon the word. 
iag of it were cmmletely viuttrated, The address 
breuhed nett. ing bur vigorous preparations fur 
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continuing the war — not a hint was given of any 
commtnunt sation tokrance et our ſentünents Concern⸗ 
ing ker new government; nor was there any thing 
in the langunge of miniders that could lead France 
even to belicve, that we looked towards a negoci— 
ation in the genuine temper and ſpirit of peace. 

In oppoktion to this addreſs, an amendment was 
moved by Mr. Sheridan, © lamenting that his 
** Myjelty had ever been led to conhider the inter- 
nal order of things in France as an obſtacle to 
peace, becaule, it the preſent order of things were 
admitted as the in .1cement to negociation, a 
change of that order of things might be conſider- 
ed as a ground for difcontinuity negociation 
begun, or even for abondoning a treaty conclud- 
ed; and praying his Majeſty to give diſtinct di. 
„ rections, that immediate usgociation might be 
% entered upon for the above falutary object.” J 
forbear to notice the powerful manner by which 
this moſt ſeaſonable propoſition was ſupported, be- 
caule it might ſcem as it it were the only occaſion 
in which this extraordinary perion had employed 
his great talents in Parliament upon the ſubject of 
the war. | have not betore had occalion to name 
Mr Sheridan, becaufe my object naturally led me 
to the propoſitions made in Parliament during tac 
war, and not to the debates on them, u hich arc in 
the hands of every body; but when lam brought 
to name him as the mover of this Amendment, it is 
but a juſt tribute to ſo happy an union of public 
{pirit and genius, to expreſs my admiration of the 
various powers of his mind, which nature has fo 
ſeldom united. A ſuperior and ſublime eloquence, 
the force of ſound reaſoning, and tae happieſt. 
command of wit, which ſerves occalionally to ex- 
poſe when no arguments would detext, and winged 

altords 


aftords the happieſt uluftration of Pope's deſcripti— 
en Of this rare and utctul qQualliication. 

For the fame reaions, let me not be thought to 
have overloniced the merns of the tew excellent and 
acCOmpirthod portuns who compole the minority in 
both Bovl's of Parliament, and who have dititin- 
Toulbed then tyes by their talents and iteadinets in 
the cane of tir country—amidit the molt mortt- 
ing an difpiriiing cicumſtances which ever at- 
tende any oppoſition in Britith Houles of Parha- 
ment. Tins malt body of men have ſtood firmly 
and indetatiyably at their poſts, animated by the 
tenfations which a great moral writer aſcribes to 
greatnels under temporary depreſſion and neglect ; 
little diſappointed, not at all dejected, relying 
** upon their oven merit with {tzady conſciouſneſs ; 
and waiting, without imp. ience, the viciſſitudes 
ot opinion and the impartiality of a future ge- 
„% ncration.” 

From the gth of December, 1795, when this 
mellige from the King was agitated, and the pro- 
poltion tor negociation was negatived, until the 
th of March, 1796, wken Mr. Wickham tranſ- 
mitted the note to RI. Barthelemi, no motion 
whatlvever, directly or indirectly, was made by 
Lniutlkers towards peace —on the contrary, when 
they were again urged to it by a motion of Mr. 
Grey, in the Houſe of Commons, on the 6th Febru- 
wry, the anſwer was, that though the negociation 
tad been declared inadmiſſible, they went not to be 
bound hand and foot to negociate ; and we are 
now therefore brought, at laſt, to the period of Mr. 
Wickham's propolition, the true criterion by which 
the witdom and ſincerity of miniſters, on the ſub- 
jet of peace, mult be eſtimated; not only becauſe. 
{oth the time and the mode were the reſult of their 
own long deliberations, but becauſe they have been 
pica.ci to allert, in his Majeſty's late royal declara- 

tion 
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* See the note alluded to in his Majeſly's late meſſage, and print- 
>{ with the other parts of the negociation on Lord Malmſbury's re- 
urn non Paris, fer the uſe of both Houſes of Parliament. 
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tion, * that the ſtep 1 in queſtion was the beſt calcu- 
" ated for its object; that the anfwer of the 
French government was haughty and evaſive, 
« and affected to FLORES the ſincerity of thoſe 
* diſpoſitions of lich his Najetty's conduct at- 
* forded fo uncquivocal a proot.” Laving incon— 
ſtitutional claim, a third time, to conſider his 
Majeſty's declaration as the declaration of his mi- 
niſter merely, and for which he 1; perſonally re- 
ſponſible, I utterly deny tliat the beſt ſtep, or that 
any juſt or national ſtep was taken by miniſters in 
Mr. Wickham's propoſigons towards peace. And 
I aſſert, that it was impoſſible that France ſhould 
not actually entertain that ſuſpicion of our ſincerity 
which the declaration charges to be aſtected. 

In order to eſtabliſh the grounds of this aſſertion 
deſire only to recur to the oblervation which 1 
have already made upon his majeſty's meſſage in the 
December preceding. | 

Till that time, Vrance had been declared incapa— 
ble of maintaining ihe common civil intercourle ot 
nations. ler government had been publicly 
branded to all Europe as a den of tyrants and rob- 
bers, and her country had been invaded, not only 
by toreign war, but by her revolted lubjects, under 
Engliſh banners, to delolate France by inteſtine anc 

civil fury. 

I am not now re-arguing the impropriety of ſuch 
a proceeding, Iam only ſtating the fact, in order 
to eſtimate its natural effects. 

When Mr. Wickham made his propol ſition in 
March, no notification (as I have obierved already) 
had been given to France that any change of ſen— 
timent had taken place in the Britiſh councils on 
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the ſubject of her government, neither could ſhe 
read it in the conduct of the war. England was 


{till endeavouring to engage the activity of her 
allies in the original cauſe which had contecerated 

zurope. She continued as before to ſubſidize the 
Emperor, and, what is more important, ſhe conti 


nued to pay the army of the Prince of Conde, | 
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ade up Gf ene no! lemen, who could not be 


ſu pp ofed to be hg ning for the rew Frerch conſti- 


tution, and whom, by the bye, they never took 
mio their pay until they bad in efct given 
up the very cauf: tor winch theie unfortunate men 
were COntendgmny, 

Undcr theie Grcumſtances, could France really 
believe that we werc rachel e een to her 
republican government by the diviton of the 
Council of Ancients tram the Council of Five 
Hundred, and in the ſtriking ſimilitude between 
the five perions ot tlic Divedory and the hereditary 
unity of the monarchical . of a flate? Had we 
ackno-»ledgcd her goverment ? or had we told her 
of this happy an © i wonderful converhon ? or 13 
there a man of honour in England, who will lay 
his hand upon lis heart and fav, that he believes 
this new French conſtitution, this legitimate infant 
Gf a month 04d, was the cauſe of the king's mel- 

ſage? Navy, further, who will not admit that the 
TIOWING ne veeiſiies of the count: ry, and the feelings 
of the people on the tu; Hect ot the war, did not 
ſolely and tagly produce it? And that menitters 
were feeling their way towards peace, whilſt they 
were taking the cnance ot the tables to ſupport and 
te) triumph in Ty war? ILct >Ir. Burke and Lord 
itzwilliam anſwer theſe queltio us, reſpectable wit- 

cles as tlie Cy Ark from the conſiſlency of their 

teſtimonxv.— Let them tell us upon their honours, 

Khere was the diürence between this new order 
ot things expretfied in the kings meſſage, and the 
vid order of things, which was Will them and 
miniüers together, 22 i wrt them, the founda- 
tion of the P ur with France, and the flame that 
ied it from t beginnt NT, Io could we then 


he fo: wen! as to expect, that a mot labile, in{ult- 


el, and enraged enemy, would believe what we 
do not believe onrfielye:, and what no man-of com- 
mon fenfe ever did, or to the end of the world will 
believe C. 

But uppokng theſe obſervations to be out of the 


queition, 
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queſtion, was there any thing in the mode of Mr. 
Wickham's propolition as connected with the an- 
tecedent, or with the exiſting relations of the two 
countries, which gave it even the air of a ſerious 
and manly embatty from one great {late at war with 
another? Mr. Wickham had no diplomatic character 
cunterred upon vim for the purpoſe of negociation 
- he was only the miniſter to the Swiſs cantons: 
he had had no ſpeciſic inſtructions from his court 
on the ſubject, except indeed thote which he com- 
municated to M. Barthelemi, viz. * That he was 
not in any manner authorifed to enter with him 
into any negociation or diſcuſſion upon the ſub- 
6 ject of his note.” 

The object, therefore, of Mr. Wickham's propo- 
ſition, and the extent of this authority, were to 
pump M. Barthelemi. A new title in the code of 
diplomacy, perfectly ſuitable to the novel principles 
upon which the war had been engaged. But what 
mult be deciſive with every thinking perſon, that 
miniſters were rather ſeeking tor ſome public juſti- 
fication for continuing the war than anxiouſly look- 
ing for an opening towards peace, is their conduct 
upon receiving the anſwer of France tranſmitted to 
Mr. Wickham. | 

This anſwer, like the late one to Lord Malmeſbu- 
ry at Paris, ſet up the French conſtitution as an ab- 
ſolute bar to the ceſſion of any part of the territory 
of the republic, but in other reſpects inviting nego- 
ciation. 

Now I am not all about to juſtify this preten- 
ſion of France, tar lets the reaſon of it, which J 
conſider to be perfectly frivolous, and unworthy of 
à great and enlightened nation in its communication 
with another; but for that very reaſon I confider 
the anſwer as more favourable for continuance of 
negociation than it ſhe had refuſcd the ceſſion on 
the ground of national ſafety produced by the ag. 
greſſions of the contederacy ; becauſe as no deter- 
mination was expreſſed to keep Belgium, except 
tor a reaſon which further diſcuſſion might well 
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have ſhewn to he no reaſon at all, it appears to me 
to have opened to miniſters (had they really been 
anxious for peace) a far better opportunity for 
keeping negociation open, than when they after- 
wards ſent Lord Malmeſbury to Paris to recom- 
mence it; and which, if accompanied with a gen- 
tleneſs and frankneſs, not only conſiſtent with, but 
the very chracteriſtic of, independence and greatneſs 
might bave been attended with the moſt ſalutary 
conſequences. Inſtead of this what was the con- 
duct of the very men who now talk to us of their 
incerity, and who demand our confidence as peace- 
makers? 

Altho* Mr. Wickham's note was a collateral, pri- 
vate, and, I might almoſt ſay, a confidential commu- 
nication from Mr. Wickham to M. Barthelemi, to 
tound the diſpoſitions of the French government as 
a channel to further communications; yet no ſooner 
was this anſwer given, and by the ſame collateral 
mode of communication we had ourſelves preſcrib- 
ed, than we immediately and eagerly ſeized the op- 
portunity of officially“ publiſhing it to all Europe 
in the name of the court of London, making it the 
vehicle of freſh abuſe upon France, and of a new 
ſpur to the vigorous proſecution of the war. 

But what 1s worſt of all (and for which, in my 
opinion, miniſters deſerve the ſevereſt cenſure and 
puniſhment,) they dictated in this note a language 
for their ſovereign to all the courts of Europe, con- 
taining a pledge ſcarcely preſerved already, and from 
which, perhaps, it may be wiſdom hereatter wholly 
to depart. *© ile theſe diſpoſitions ſhall be perfiſted 
in' (ſays the note of the court of London, ad- 
verting to the refuſal to diſannex any part of the 
French territory) © nothing is left for the King but 
to proſecute a war equally juſt and neceilary.” 
The note then goes on to fav, © that whenever the 
Kings enemies ſhould manifeſt more pacific ſen- 
** tuments, his Majeſty would then concur with his 
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* Vide the Note dated 10th of April, 1796, lately publiſhed for 
the ule of the two Houſes of Parliament. 
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e allies in meaſures the beſt calculated to reſtore +» 
peace. 

Now let us ſee how well his Majeſty's mini- 
ſters have maintained this dignified language of 
their Sovereign ; Jet us examine whether, for the 
mere purpoſe of obtaining money for the proſecut- 
ing their favourite war, they did not hold out fal- 
lacious hopes of peace when not a ſhadow of new 

| hope exiſted ; whether they did not make his Ma- 
jeſty /ower the tone of his public declaration 10 all Eu- 
rope, by ſending a public embaſly to Paris without 
any manifeſtations of more pacific ſentiments in our 
enemies ; and whether, for the mere occaſion, they 
did not falſely create a ſtrong ſenſation in the public 
wind on the ſybject of peace. Whether they did 
not tacitly, and in ſubſtance, hold out that ſome- 
thing important had happened ſince the date of the 
circular note of the court of London, opening a 
new proſpect of treating with effect, although they 
knew thar things were not merely in the ſame con- 
| dition, but in a much worſe ; becauſe the interval 
| had not been employed in conciliatory conduct: 
becauſe the French might have been expected to be 
more haughty by recent ſucceſſes, which were be- 
yond the reach ot imagination in the March prece- 
ding ; and becauſe, nevertheleſs, miniſters had pri- 
vately reſolved to reſiſt their former pretenſions op- 
poſed to Mr. Wickham's negociation by an abſolute 
ine qua non in the front of the new one to be ſet on 
foot. 

It would be an affront to the public to maintain 
by argument what ſpeaks for itſelf, yet, to preſerve 
the thread of the proceeding, ſome notice muſt be 
taken of this important embaſſy. 

have long had the honour to be well acquainted 
with Lord Malmeſbury ; 1 greatly reſpect his diplo- 
matic talents, and I fee no reaſon to change my opi- 
nion from any thing which is perfonal to him in 
the late negociation. I lament the narrowneſs of 
his powers, and indeed, if I were perſonally his 
enemy, I might as well abuſe the bell-man, if I 
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received a libel by the poſt, as reflect upon a mel. 
lenger becauſe he happens to be called an ambal- 
ſador. 

From the oth of April laſt, the date of the circu- 
lar note of the court of London, till the opening of 
the new Parhament in Nov ember, which announc- 
ed Lord Malmeſbury's miſſion, no intermediate 
ſtep towards negociation had been taken; and a 
very ſtrong ſenſation began to prevail in the public 
mind on the ſubject From the enormous public 
expenditure more alarming diſliculties, in the way 
of the ſupplies, were at the ſame time approachins 
than any Britiſh miniſter ever had to encounter. 
The ordinary plan of a common loan was abandon. 
ed, and, as it was impoſithle to toreſce with cer- 

tainty the reſources which the overftouing zcal of 
the public ſo rapidly provided, ſchemes of finance 
wholly new to England, and alien to her conſtitu— 
tion, were publicly in agitation. Nothing, indeed, 
but Lord Malmeſbury's miſſion could probably have 
prevented the experiment ; but a direct motion to- 
wards peace by a dignified embaſly, and the prof- 


pect of obtaining it, which was induſtriouſly held 


out aito, naturally animated the public zeal, ar.d 
jupplcd with popularity the neceſſities of govern- 
ment. 

10 give time for this operation was the obvious 
plan of the forms in which Lord Malmeſbury was 
iuſtructed to negociate. Miniſters had determined 
(no matter whether properly or not) to inſiſt, that 
Belgium ſhould not continue to be a part of France. 
—'The French Directory, on the other hand, no 
matter whether properly or not, had determined 
not to cede it; and this determination they had 
publicly exprefled i in the month of March preceding. 
it England, therefore, with this determination of 
diſannexing Belgium as a % qua non, the propriety 
of which I am ſtill not diſcuſſing, had really ſet on 
toot the negociation, with a view to aſcertain whe- 
ther France {till perſiſted in this unjuſt and unfound- 
ed pretenſion as expreſſed by M. Barthelemi to Mr. 

Wickham, 


E 

Wickham, the buſineſs could not have laſted a day. 
I would of courſe have begun with a direct reterence 
to the formerly nne, determination in March; 
t would have contained a candid, and, in my opi— 
nion, an caly reſutation of its principles, and would 
have demanded an anſwer. his ſmple courſe would 
have brought the matter to an inſtantancous conclu- 
lion. But, inſtead of this direct and obvious pro- 
cedure, what do the papers which have been laid on 
the table of the Houle of Commons really contain? 
what have been the proceedings of this embaſſy, 
which teaſonably occupied fo many weeks, amu— 


ling the Englith public white the loan was tranſ- 


acting; 


The whole proceeding i neither more or lets 
than this—the court of London having refolved 
upon A ſine qua non which they did not at lirſt com- 
municate, and which was in diregt vppolition to 
the former public {re qua 722 of France, as ex- 
preſſed in the March preceding, propoſe mutual 
compentation as the baſis of negociation. The 
Executive Directory, being determined not to 
adopt / baſis of compentation which ſhould break 
in upon their former determination, not to cede 
the territory of the republic, anſwer, that they 
cannot accept compenſation as a batis, unleſs they 
know what it comprehends, aud they therefore 
demand of Lord Malmeſbury, to ſtate his ſpecific 
propoſition of compenſation.— Uhis demand the 
ambaſlador, in purſuance ot his inſtructions, of 
courſe retuſes, until the directory thould firſt ad- 
mit the baſis. After a conſiderable length of time 
in this diſpute about nothing, the French Direc- 
tory, who never meant, nor ia common tenſe 
could mean, that mutual compenſation (the bajis of 
every pojjible peace) ſhould not be the batis of the 
propoicd one, but who were only determined not 
to accept that baſis of compenſation which compre- 
hended the Netherlands, at laſt conſent to remove 
this ridiculous ſtumbling- block, and, by M. Dela- 
croix's letter to Lord Malmeſbury „ the 27th of 
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November, they hold this language to him, which 
accordingly removed it. 

„Our aniwer of the 5th and 22d of laſt Bru- 
© maire. contained an acknowledgment of the 
principle of compenſation, by aſking you to 
* {tate what it comprehended. But to avoid all 
further pretext of diſcuſſion on the ſubject, the 
Executive Directory now makes the poſitive de- 
* claration of ſuch acknowledgment, and Lord 
* Malineſbury is accordingly again invited in the 
terms of the propoſal of 22d Brumaire, to delig- 
< nate without delay and expreſsly the objects of 
<« reciprocal compenſation which he has to pro- 
&< pole.” | 

Now if peace, or the in/ant alternative between 
peace and war, had been the ſerious object of this 
embaſly, was not a man of the ambaſlador's high 
dignity and great capacity to be entruſted with 
even a fingle term which conſtituted the fine quz 
non of his embaſly? that ſingle term was not how- 
ever entruſted to Lord Malmeſbury ; and after the 
public mind was kept {ſtretched upon the rack ot 
impatience, the ambaſſador had no anſwer at all 
to give upon the ſubject, but deſired to conſult his 
court. The reaſon of this ſtrange departure from 
the ordinary and natural courſe of negociation, 
in the hands of a high and accompliſhed ambaſſa- 
dor, all the world is already aware of. Procraſti- 
nation was moſt material, not only from the par- 
ticular circumſtance of the loan, but from the 
critical ſtate of the war. When the embaſſy was 
firit projected, we were in the loweſt ebb of dil- 
grace and misfortune.— We had nothing left to 
cover our nakedneſs but what we had torn from 
the Dutch, for whole protection we went to war; 
and our laſt ally, the Emperor, was likely to be 
even belieged in his capital: but whilſt Lord 
Malmeſbury was at Paris, the unexampled ſpirit 
and gallantry of the Archduke Charles changed the 
face of things, and the ſeaſon became favourable 
for negociation to lie upon its oars. 
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At laſt, however, the ſpecified demand of com- 
penſation, which every body is acquainted with, 
was tranſmitted to, and delivered by Lord Malmeſ- 
bury, in which England demanded reſtitution to 
the Emperor, on the footing of the fatus ante bel- 
lum.—This demand was not expreſſed in terms as a 
fine qua non, or ultimatum, upon the face of the 
confidential memorial; but in the collateral diſcuſ- 
ſions of M. Delacroix, it was expreſſed as a yos1T1ve 
ULTIMATUM that Belgium ſhould not remain as part of 
France. This appears by Lord Malmeſbury's letter 
to Lord Grenville in the following words,“ *© You 
Athen perſiſt, ſaid M. Delacroix, in applying this 
« principle to Belgium? I anſwered moſt cer- 
* tainly : and I ſhould not deal fairly with you if I 
* heſitated to declare in the outſet of the negociati- 
on, that on this point you muſt entertain no ex- 
« pectation that his Majeſty will relax, or ever con- 
<«« ſent to ſee Belgium a part of France.” And again 
in the ſame letter, he,“ M. Delacroix, © again 
«© aſked me, whether in his report he was to — 
the diſuniting Belgium as a /ine qua non from 
* which his Majeſty would not depart; I replied, 
it moſt certainly was a fine qua non from which 
his Majeſty would not depart.” And again in 
the very next paragraph, M. Delacroix repeated 
* his concern at the peremptory way in which I 
* made this aſſertion; and aſked whether it would 
admit of no modification. I replied, if France 
could in a contre projet, point out a practicable 
and adequate one, ſtill keeping in view that the 
Netherlands muſt not be French,. or likely again 
to fall into the hands of France, ſuch a pro- 
poſal might certainly be taken into conſidera- 
s fon.“ 

This /a/t expreſſion, which has been conſidered 
as opening the negocia tion, by the admiſſion of a 
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| ® This letter is very creditable to Lord Malmeſbury ; it never 
could be intended for publication, yet it has all the perſpicuity, 
correctneſs, and elegance, of the moſt ſtudied performance, 
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corre priget, not only 1e-infils on the original 
fiir qa non but even adds another, nut ex— 
elfe betore, tor Lord Maimutbury adds, that tn 
cu, protet _ not only kcep in view, that Belywun: 


thou! { OL SQ FCC i, whic I lie ld {aid bet Oe; 
Hut. . 10 thould not be again likely to fall uv 
« the hands of France.” g 


This private dilcufton being finiſhed, M. Dela- 
cro1x, but without poſitive inſtructions. expreſſed 1115 
oon apprchenfion, that this would terminate the ne— 
oclation, and tranfinitted the note and confidential 

ecmori. al to his government. 

The Executive Dire tory having reccived them. 
and having learned undoubtedly om M. Delacro:+. 
by Lord Maimetbury” s permiſſion, that the retroce!- 
non of Belgium from France, though not ottictaily 
expretſed in the memorial as an ultünatum, was ne- 

vertheleis abſolutely inſiſted on as ſucl, they demand- 
ed of Lord Malmeſbury that he would tend his ulti- 
matum officially in writing. This demand was ex- 
preſſed in the following words: * And to require of 
you to give in to me officially, in twenty-four hours, 
„ Your Wiumatun ſigned by vou,“ 

T his required ultimatum had undoubtedly a pointed 
reference to Belgium, and cannot be confidered as a 
requiſition of an ultimatum upon every collateral 
point of negociation. It ſeems to have been ſo under- 
food by Lord Malmeſbury himſelf; for his Lordſhip 
referring to his official note, and alto to his verbal de- 
clarations to Ml. Delacroix, connecting them properly 
together, expreſſes himſelf thus: „He therefore can 
add nothing to the aſſurances which he has already 
given to the miniſter for foreign affa: rs, as well by 
« word of morth, as in his officiate note.” 

This anſwer from Lord Malmeſbury, which was 
correct, explicit and manly, incorporated by inference 
the »7officta: fine gue non, deliverec verbally to M. Dcla- 
croix, 2th the offcia! demand of the ſtatus ante bellum, 
contained in the confidential memorial. T he Direc- 
tory conſidered it as ſuch, and therefore repeated their 
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tormer ultimatum on that point, as expreſſed in the 
March preceding to Mr. Wickham, viz. that they 
« would liſten to no propoſal contrary to the conſtitu- 
©« tion, to the l:ws, and to the treatics which bind 
* the republic.” This anſwer being ultimatum 
againſt ultimatum, upon a particular point, the nego- 
clation was brought to an inevitable concluſion ; and 
it is ſelf-evident, that this muſt have been its fate in 
one day or in one hour, if Great Britain, aware, with 
the reſt of Europe, of the former determination of 
France regarding Belgium, and determined to conti- 
nue to reſiſt that pretenſion, had aſked her at once whe- 
ther ſhe would conſent to modify or abandon it. 
When the details of this negociation came to be 
' conſidered in the Houſe of Commons, on the zoth 
of December laſt, the miniſter diſplayed all that dex- 
terity and ability, for which he is fo remarkable. Hs 
object was to conceal from the Houſe theſe obvious 
concluſions which ſtare one in the face from readi 
the proceedings, and to incenſe the Parliament and tl. e 
nation at the inſolent unfounded pretences ot France, 
which defcated by their unparalelled abſurdity and in- 
admiſſibility, the earneſt anxiety of min.ſters for peace. 
He wilely, therefore, and ably, and dexterouſly, keit 
in the back ground the thing refuſed, which tormed 
the obſtacle. He prucently ſuppreſſed the details of 
his own adminiſtration, which had given to France 
both the power and the temper to refuſe the demanded 
ceſſion of Belgium, and brought forward, with the 
greateſt addreſs, the unfounded reaſons for the refuſal ; 
reaſons, which Iam the laſt man to ſupport ; which 
I think are abſurd and ridiculous, but which were, in 
fact, very little to the argument of our ſituation. Mr. 
Pitt knew this, and therefore ſeized upon it as the 
weak point of his adveriary. He made it every thing 
in his view of conſidering the termination of the nego- 
ciation, and triumphed with the Houſe by a forcible 


and eloquent, but, for the following reaſons, a fallaci- 
ous ſtatement. 
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The danger of ſuffering Belgium to remain with 
France was much funk in his argument, and the evil 
mainly inſiſted upon was her wfornded reaſen for re- 
ſiſting the ceſion. He not only enlarged upon the 
injuſtice of a nation finally annexing a territory ac- 
quired during war* ; but appealing to the French 
conſtitution, he denied that it eſtabliſhed its annexa- 
tion. This part of the miniſter's ſpeech was by far 
the moſt laboured, argumentative and ingenious; inſo- 
much, that I could not help being ſtruck, in the mo- 
ment, with the force of that characteriſtic infirmity, 
which ſeems to impel him as it were, by a law of his 
nature, always to act upon one principle under the 

retext of another. 

If the poſſeſſion of Belgium by France, from its ex- 
tent of coaſt and other local circumſtances, be really 
ſo dangerous to England inher inſular character, or as 
connected in intereſt with the political balances of the 
continent, that it is ſound policy to continue the war 
at all events, in the hopes of compelling its reſtituti- 
on, then the defence ofthe miniſter for his preſent con- 
duct would be ſubſtantial ; but it is plain that his de- 
fence in that caſe would be founded upon the refuſal 
of France to give up Belgium, and not upon the rea- 
ſons for which ſhe refuſed it. 

To try the force of this reaſoning, let me ſuppoſe 
ſhe had been willing to cede Belgium, and every ter- 
Titory of any conſequence demanded of her, with the 
exception of ſome inſignificant fort or town, which 


Mr. Pitt appears to have forgotten the annexation of Corſica, by 
his Majeſty's ſolemn acceptance of its crown; and I will not inſult 
the King, by ſuppoſing, that if the fate of war had permitted it, 
and the Corſicans had claimed our protection as the price of their 
accepted allegiance, our gracious ſovereign would have abandoned 
them to the poſſible reſentment of their former governors. How- 
ever, as the crown was accepted without the conſent of Parlia- 
ment, the difficulty might have been got over, and miniſters might 
have denied that Coruca had ever been legally annexed to the Bri- 

ſhe 


tith crown. 
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ſhe had refuſed upon the footing of annexatiqn during 
the war, under her conſtitution. Let me further ſup- 
pole (which is neceſſary for bringing the touchſtone to 
the argument), that it was admitted the thing refuled 
was of no conſequence or value to Great Britain. In 
ſuch a caſe, is any man prepared to contend, that we 
ought to continue the war, not for the ceſſion of additi- 
onal territory, but to beat the French out of an un- 
founded reaſon for refuſing what we did not want. 
Having been at war ſo long to deſtroy her whole con- 
ſtitution, and having at laſt abandoned its deſtruction, 
were we now to continue it only to batter this chip 
from off a corner of it? Or, admitting the conſtitu- 
tion of France to be a rule for France, were 
we to ſpend a hundred millions more to prove 
that ſhe did not underſtand her own conſtitution, and 
that Mr. Pitt was the only able commentator upon 
the text of it. To do Mr, Pitt juſtice, notwithſtand- 
ing his public pretend es, he does not ſeriouſly enter- 
tain ſuch an abſurdity. The putting forward the rea- 
{on of refuſal which is unfounded and failacious, and 
keeping back the view of the real queſtion, the value 
of the thing refuſed and the chance of retrieving it by 
continuing the war, was only the parade and juggle of 
the day. It was to hide from the Houſe and the coun- 
try, that wwe were actually to be at war for Belgium. 

To put this plain truth beyond the reach of contro- 
verſy, let me ſuppoſe (to expole our ſtate quackery) 
that France were to abandon the ground of political 
annexation altogether, and to aſſert, as ihe has to her 
 ownpeople, her poſſeſſion of the Netaeriands upon the 

principle of fafety againſt future aggreſſion from the 
northern powers of ILurope—ſhould we, in that event, 
be nearer to a peace ? The belt antwer to this queſtion 
is an appeal to the King's firſt note delivered by Lord 
Malmeſbury, wherein originated the baſis of negoci- 
ation. The ceſſion of Belgium to the Emperor, is 
there propoſed by the King upon the footing, that 
the ſacred obligation of his crown, and the force of 
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treaties, rendered it binding upon his Najeſty to de- 
mand 1t. 

Upon this baſis of negociation it is ꝑ lain, that the 
refuſal of ceſſion, whatever mighit have been the rea- 
ſon for it, or a refutal Tithout a reaſon, muſt egually 
have terminated the negociation ; becauſe the tacred 
obligations of his Majelty's crown, and the binding 
force of treaties, have no relation whatever to the re- 
ſiſtance of arrogant pretenſions of France againſt the 
law of nations, out apply wholly to the duty impoſed 
upon his Majeſty to obtain for the Emperor the pol- 
ſeſſion of the Netherlands. | 

The war 15 therefore continued at this moment in 
conſequence of the fine qua non of Great Britain, which 
is Belgium, and not at ail upon the realon given why 
that ine qua non is reſiſted ; ſince it is plain, that if the 
ceſſion of Belgium to the Emperor be our ultivatum, 
the refuſal of yielding to that ultimatum muſt have 
been an abſolute bar to peace, whatever might have 
been the reaſon of refuſing to accede to 1t, or though 
no reaſon had been given by the party refuſing. 

The Britiſh nation is therefore at this moment at 
war for Belgium: ſince, ſuppoſing all other obſtacles 
could be removed, this territory, upon the footing of 
the late negociation, remains an inſuperable bar to 
peace; England inſiſting to demand, and France to 
refuſe it. | 

But is the annexation of Belgium, thus artfully 
put forward, as if it were the grand embarraſſment, 
the only reaſon given or entertained by France for re- 
fuſing the demanded ceſſion? We know the con- 
trary. It appears from M. Delacroix's diſcuſſion 
with Lord Malmeſbury, that though it could not be 
ceded by an act of the executive power, and conſe- 
quently not by the Directory, as the baſis of a treaty, 
yet that it might be done by the convocation of pri- 
mary aſſemblies; but France has given other public 
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and oincial realons to her own ſubjects (and which are 
unqueſtionably her real ones) why this courſe is not 
likely to be taken, and why the ceſſion of Belgium 
will probably not be admitted. 

J hele reatons involve miniſters in that deep reſpon- 
ſibility which it has been the object of theie pages to 
make plain to the Britith nation. France conſiders 
the original annexation of Belgium as an act of ne- 
ceſſity unpoled uon her by the aggreſſion of confe- 
derated Europe, and ſhe maintains the poſſeſſion of 
it againſt the tuture ailaults of the tame con!{prracy. 

Until the treaty of Pilnitz had been framed for 
the deſtruction of her conſtitution, and the diſmem- 
berment of her empire, the had not extended its 
limits. The hoſtile ſyſtem of Europe againſt France 
had been reſolved on, and the Emperor had actually 
begun the war, before the Netherlands were invaded. 
The entreaties of Louis the Sixteenth to the Emperor 
Toſeph to deſiſt from his purpoſes, and the maintain 
the tranquillity of Europe, were moſt earneſt and af- 
fecting. They bore his name as King of the French, 
and though they were the public acts of his miniſ- 
ters, yet their ſincerity was avowed and inſiſted on by 
that moſt unfortunate prince upon his trial, and 
ſhortly before his death. Long after the war was rag- 
ing in Europe, and when his fate became hourly more 
critical by the ill-omened protection of deſpots, the 
ſame earneſt appeal was made by him to the councils 
of Great Britain; our mediation with the Emperor 
was earneſtly entreated, and haughtily refuled ; the 
continuation of peace, on the renunciation of con- 
queſt and aggrandizement, was alſo humbly offered, 
and with the tame loftineſs rejected. 

The ſame offers were renewed on the part of the 
Republic, and were not merely reſiſted, but repelled 
with inſult, by the ſudden diſmiſhon of the ambaſſa- 
dor from the kingdom. 

| Since 
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Since that period Europe and France have been 
oppolcd to cach other. If the combined princes could 
at any time have penetrated through Altatia, or 
through the Netherlands, into the territories of the 
Republic, the Republic muſt have fallen. And could 
they do fo to-morrow, France mult feel that her in- 
dependence would be endangered. This ſituation 
p obably produced the annexation of the Netherlands, 
and the ſenſe of fimilar dangers now oppoſes its 
retroceſhon. 

Theſe are facts; and they not only expoſe the miſ- 

conduct of miniſters, but demonſtrate, that whilſt 
their ſyſtem of policy remains in force, there is no 
hope that France, feeling a ſenſe of ſecurity, will relax 
from demands which a natural anxiety for ſecurity has 
ſuggeſted. 

can have no pleaſure in adverting to this calami- 
tous proſpect. But it is not by concealing the public 
diſtemper that its cure can be effected to heal the 
wound it muſt be probed.— If 1am charged (as Mr. 
Fox lately was in the Houſe of Commons) with ſug- 
geſting arguments to the enemy, I antwer, that they 
are not my private arguments, but the public argu- 
ments of France; that to pluck them from her 
mouth, we muſt by wife councils change the temper 
that dictates them, and by removing her ſenſe of dan- 
ger which gives them ſtrength with her people, de- 
tach her from the ſyſtem ſhe purſues. Let us not de- 
ceive ourſelves—nations and the councils. of nations 
are made up of men; and their operations mult in- 
variably be purſued upon human intereſts and mixed 
up with human paſſions. Upon this principle I deſire 
to aſk, Whether Great Britain, under the direction 
of her preſent councils, can expect from France, 
whom they have ſo long thruſt out from the pale of 
civil ſociety, the ſame temper and conceſſion as if the 
war had been conducted upon the ordinary principles 


of belligerent nations. It may be very deſirable, that | 
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upon the firſt moment of our return to our ſenſes, all 
thele things ſhould be torgotten and overlooked ; but 
is it in the nature of human affairs that this ſhould 
happen? 

Let us aſſimilate a conteſt with a nation compoſed 
of men to a quatrel with an individual man in fo rude 
a ſtate of ſociety as that there ſhould be no certain law 
to give a rule tor both. —The analogy is a cloſe one, 
becauſe nations have no common ſuperior. If inſtead 
of differing with a man upon ſome 1ntelligible point 
of controverſy, ſome diſtinct claim of poſſeſſion vio- 
lated, or ſome perional inſult unredreſſed, and for 


which I demanded ſatisfaction, I ſhould proclaim him 


as a wretch unfit for the exerciſe of ſocial life, com- 
bine all his neighbours to deitroy his dwelling, and 
invite his children and ſervants to rob and murder 
him, until inſulted nature, ſummoning up more than 
ordinary ſtrength, might enable him to reſiſt the con- 
ſpiracy, to enlarge his boundaries on the ſide from 
whence the attacks had been made, and to ſet his 
houſe in order for the return of domeſtic life; — ſup- 
poſe I ſhould then ſuddenly affect to lee a great 
change in him, and were to declare that I now found 
him to be a man capable of neighbourhood, and 
that if he would reſtore to his neighbours what he 
had taken from them I would be at peace with him ; 
whilſt human nature is human nature, what anſwer 
might I expect? He would ſay undoubtedly—If I 
zlieved you to be fincere, and that you and my 
neighbours, againſt whom I have been compelled to 
take ſecurity, were in earneſt to keep the peace with 
me, I might be diſpoſed to liſten to your propoſition. 
I told you originally that I had no wiſh to enlarge my 
boundaries, and that J only deſired to be at peace: 
but now, if I remove it, what ſecurity have I, that, 
when your bruiles are healed, brought on by your 
own violence, I may not be the victim of a freſh con- 
ſpiracy when I may be leſs able to reſiſt it? I muſt 
therefore keep what you compelled me for my own 
FER: lecurity 
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ſecurity to occupy. I have, befides, borrowed mo- 
ney upon the property I was thus entitled to take ; 
the occupants hay: laid out money on them; they 
aſſiſted me in my diſtreis ; they prevented my utter 
ruin by your conſpiracy ; and I have {worn not to de- 
ſert them. This would be the anſwer of every man, 
and of every nation under heaven, when the proud 
provokers of ſtrife are the batled propoſers of peace. 
With regard to the actual danger oi ſuffering Bel- 
wm to remain with France, I am not tufficiently 
maſter of the ſubject to be qualified publicly to diſ- 
cuſs it. It involves many weighty conſiderations, and 


is a fair ſubject of political difference. But 1 lay in 


my claim that the conſideration of its Importance may 


always be diſcuſſed with a reference to the probability 
of regaining it, and the price at which it muſt be re- 

ained. Let it never be forgotten, that by purſuing 
it through war, though upon the principle of ſecurity, 
we may regain it at a price which leaves us nothing to 
ſecure; which breaks up our credit, and diſſolves our 
government. 

It is remarkable that moſt of the arguments which 
are now employed to vindicate the rejection of peace 
until Belgium can be ſeparated from the French Re- 
public, are the confiderations of diſtant and contin- 
gent conſequences; and thele arguments are loud and 
vehement in the mouths of thoſe d very men who {corned 
all conſequences, however immediate, when they were 
oppoſed to the ſyſtem of the war. It has appeared, 
that when they began the conteſt, they refuſed to look 
at its moſt obvious and calamitous coniequences, and 
when warned of them in every ſtage towards their ac- 
compliſhment, they rejected them with diſdain as 
vague and viſionary ſpeculations. But now, when it 
becomes convenient to hold up conſequences in order 
to juſtify the continuation of hoſtilities begun and 
proſecuted in utter contempt of them, they them- 
{elves enter into ſpeculations the moſt diſtant and 
moſt doubtful ever reſorted to by ſtateſmen. To 
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iſappoint the advantages of peace, they look much 
farther forward into futurity than they were aſked by 
their opponents, in order to avert the horrors of 
war. I hey eſtimate, with all the anxiety of intereſted 
o bjection, every ſiniſter conſequence of a treaty 
which would leave France with an extended terri- 
tory, and augur other dangers to Great Britain 
upon the moſt remote and uncertain contingencies. 
Surely this is the very reverſe of that conduct which 
policy and morality univerſally dictate. War is in 
itſelt ſo mighty an evil, cither politically or morally 
conſidered; it entails ſo many miſcries upon man- 
kind, even after the attainment of all its obj« Cs, that 
it ought never to be engaged in until after every 
effort and ſpeculation have been employed to repel 


Its approach. Peace, on the other hand, 1s the pa- 


rent of ſo many bleſſings, that all nations ought to 
run into her embraces with an ardour which no 
diſtant or doubtful apprehenſions ſhould repel. 
What then muſt be the reſponſibility of the raſh 
and precipitate authors of war, and the unitormly 
backward negociators of its termination? 

This fatal and obſtinate miſconduct is hourly pro- 
ducing the moit calamitous eliects. The difference, 
though totally diverted from its original principle, 
has changed to another equally irrational. It began 
with an object in the nature of things unattainable, 
and for that very reaion has reduced us to a con- 
tention for another which cannot be attained. Its 
authors are fo completely bewitched with it, that in 
their zeal to preſerve it, they ſeem totally to have for- 
gotten both the old ground on which they firſt made 
it, and the new one upon which they continue it. 
The only principle which has invariably diſtinguithed 
all the periods of it, has been that the extended ter- 
ritories of France were lels dangerous than the 
changes wrought by her iyitem in the minds of their 
inhabitants ; that conquelt was | inſignificant Wien 
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compared with proſelytiſm; and yet for the ſake 
ot diſannexing Belgium merely as a territory, with 
a view to ſea coaſt,.and to continental balances, they 
are ſuftering, whillt I am writing, the whole face of 
the earth to be rapidly changing under their eyes, 
by the continuance of war ; the authors contenting 
themſelves with railing here at home againſt repub- 
| lican theoriſts, who never exiſted but in their own 
imaginations, whilſt they themſelves are the practi- 
cal founders of republics all over Europe, which 
exiſted only at firſt in their own imaginations, but 
which they have ſince ſubſtantially realiſed by their 
works. 

It is truly lamentable that this reflection, inſtead 
of being a ſarcaſm upon government, falls very 
ſhort of the truth. The war is profeſſedly conti- 
nued at this moment for another campaign or more, 
as circumſtances may ariſe ; juſt as if it could be fo 
Kept up, upon the mere calculation of expence, to 
be put down again, like an eſtabliſhment or an equi- 
page, at the call of convenience or prudence. In 
the mean time the great regular governments of 
Europe, diflolved from their union, and exhauſted 
by their eftorts, are becoming feeble as adverſaries, 
and contemptible to their own ſubjects, whilſt the 
{ſmaller ſtates of Italy, from which France- might 
have been withdrawn by a cordial and manly nego- 
tation, are now ſtarting up into new conditions of 
ſociety, under the faſcinating banners of glory and 
victory; and England, inſtead of dictating a conſti- 
tution and boundaries to the French republic, or 
ſettling at Paris the imaginary balances of Euro 
may be probably ſoon driven to fight againſt her 
upon Engliſh ground for her own conſtitution ; 
whilit the waſte and anticipation of her reſources 
nouriſhes diſguit and alienation to its excellent 
principles, and deſtroys that enthuſiaſm which 
nothing 
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nothing but the practical enjoyment of good govern- 
ment can inſpire, 

But to ſpeak plainly and boldly my opinton with 
regard to peace, it is this—That when the relative 
ſituations of the two countries are conſidered, the 
ceſhon of Belgium to the Emperor, the arrangement 
concerning St. Domingo, or any other ſpecific line 
of negotiation,ſare as duſt in the balance when com- 
pared with the ſpirit and temper of the peace which 
hereafter ſhall be made. 

Suppoſing by our great reſources, and by the 
chances of war, we could drive the government of 
France to recede from her preſent pretenſions, net 
upon the approach of a new zra of ſecurity, confi- 
dence, and friendſhip, but to avoid a political ex- 
ploſion by the deſtruction of her credit: conſider 
coolly what fort of peace this would be—where the 
hoſtile mind remained ;—conſfider how eafily France 
might again embroil us to the hazard of our finances, 
and of our conſtitution, which leans abſolutely upon 
public credit for ſupport. The excitation, therefore, 
which prevails at preſent to artificial hatred and 
diſtruſt of France, is a moſt fatal and ruinous policy 
for England. No man is leſs diſpoſed than I am to 
ſurrender an atom of the principles of our fathers to 
French, or to any other principles. I ſhall, on the 
contrary, be found at all times amongſt the foremoſt 
to aſſert them, becauſe I have been bred, beyond 
moiſt others, to know their value: but the ſound- 
neſs of our inſtitutions, the attachment which mutt 
follow from a pure adminiſtration of them, and 
their moral connection with the public credit of the 
ſtate, convince me that our ſalvation muſt abſo— 
lutely depend upon a ſpeedy and liberal peace ſought 
& in the ſpirit of peace, and laid in principles purely 
& pacific.” Thee laſt words are the words of Mr. 
Burke; they were employed by him whilſt, to uſe 
his own expreſſion, © we yet worked in the light,“ 
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—they were employed by him to ſhew the means b 
which America might have been bre ught back to a 

rofitable ſubjcction to Great Britain, which, it ſhe 
Fad been, al! the calamitics that have ſince delolated 
Euro; e would have been averted. 

The writings of Ir. Burke have had a great and 
extenſive influence in producing aud continuing this 
fatal conteſt. Let us avail ourſclves, then, of the 
great wiſdom of his former writings to lay the foun- 
dations of peace. 


When an extraordinary perſon appears in the 


world, and adds to its lights by ſuperior maxims of 


policy and wildom, he cannot afterwards deſtroy 
their benefits by any contradictions, real or ap- 
parent, in his reaſonings or in his conduct. We 

are not to receive the works of men as revelations, 
but as the chequered productions of our imperfect 
natures, from which, by the help of our own rea- 
ſonings, we are ſcaſonabiy to ſeparate the good 
from the evil, This is the true courſe to be taken 
with all Unman authorities. It is a poor triumph to 
CILCOVET th — man 15 not perfect, and an imprudent 
Tis of 1 he diſcovery to reject his wilcom, when the 
very fault ve ng with his infirmities is, that the 

tend to deprive us of its advantages. Differing 
wholly from Mr. B Burge, and laincuiing the conſe— 
quences of his late writings, I always think of the 
Looks ana of the author in this kind of temper. 
indeed when I look into my own mind, and find its 
belt lights and principles fed from that immenſe 
magazine of moral and political wiſdom, which he 
nas loſt as an inheritance to mankind for their in- 
firuciion, I feel myſelf repelled by an awful and 
orateſul fenfibility from petulantly approaching him“. 


55 


* If reſcrerce is had to the arguments of the auther r during 
nie Unte tile, L the trial of Mr. Paine, and upon ſeveral other 


ccaſions, hie will be found to ha Ve uniformly purſued this couiſe 
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I recolle& that his late writings cannot deceive 
me. becauſe his former ones have fortified me 
againſt their deceptions. When | look beſides at 
his inveterate conſiſtency even to this hour, when 
all ſupport from men and things have been with- 
drawn from him; when I compare him with thoſe 
who took up his errors only for their own conveni— 
ence, and for the ſame convenience laid them down 
again, he riſes to ſuch a deceptive height from the 
compariſon, that with my eyes fixed upon miniſters, 
| view him as if upon an eminence too high to be 
approached. 

The principles upon which Mr. Burke founded 
the whole ſyitem of his conciliation with America, 
were not narrow and temporary, but permanent and 
univerſal. They were not applicable only to a dif- 
pute between a mother country and her colonies, 
but to every poſſible controverſy between equal and 
independent nations : they were not ſubject to varia- 
tion from the tempers and characters of the con- 
tending parties, becauſe being founded in human 
nature they embraced the whole world of man. 

The maxims of pacitication which he laid down 
were plain and fimple, but for that very reaſon 
were the wiſer. Wildom does not conſiſt in com- 
plexity ; the ſyſtem of the univerſe is leis intricate 
than a country clock. 

The firſt grand maxim which I before adverted 
to, and which, in truth, includes all others, was, 
that peace is not beit ſought © through the medium 
„ of war, nor to be hunte:i through the labyrinth 
< of endlels negotiation ; but was to be fought in 
6: the ſpirit of peace, and laid in principles purely 
“ pacific.” He inculcated, that crimination and 
recrimination was not the .courie by which any hu- 
man controverly was to be ended; and, above all, 
he proteſted againſt the rulivg vice and impolicy of 
the preſent adminitration, who have never had 
any defiuable ſyſtem ot peace or wartare, who have 

always 
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always mixed the"ditterneſs of reproach with propo- 
ſitions for conciliation, and have uniformly bran- 
diſhed the ſword in one hand with more irritating 
menace, at the very moment they were holding forth 
the olive branch in the other. 

This we did alſo in the American war—the re- 
pealing acts which we paſſed to ſoothe America were 
generally carried out in the ſame {hip with new pe- 
nal bills to coerce them. This induced Mr. Burke 
in Parliament to expreſs his doubts of their efficacy: 
* You ſend out an angel of peace, but you ſend out 
a deſtroying angel along with her, and what will 
< be the effects of the conflict of theſæ adverſe ſpi- 
« rits is what I dare not ſay. Whether the lenient 
* meaſures will cauſe paſſion to ſubſide, or the ſe- 
“ yerer increaſe its fury: all this is in the hands of 
Providence: yet now, even now, I ſhcuid con- 
„ fide in the prevailing virtue and efficacious opera- 
« tion of lenity, though working in darkneſs and 
* im chaos. In the midſt of this unnatural and tur- 
e bid combination, I thould hope it might produce 
« order and beauty in the end.“ | 

I have never paſled this ſentence through my mind, 
where it has been preſent for many years, without 
been deeply affected by it. Its eloquence is only va- 
luable as it makes the moral and political truth ſink 
deeper into the underſtanding and the heart. The 
angel of peace dreſſed in imiles and cloathed with 
her own mild attributes, is not merely deſcribed as 
triumphing in the blue ſerene, where only ordinary 
paſſions are to be oppoſed to her; but, as if Mr. 
Burke had looked forward to his own picture of the 
French revolution, he truſts to her operation, though 
working in darkneſs and in chaos, in the midit of 
unnatural and turbid combination, and locks for- 


* Mr. Burke's. Speech in the Houſe: of Commons, 29th of 
Avril, 1774. | 
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ward from her preſence to order and beauty in the 
end. 
The unalterable effect of this genuine ſpirit and 
principle of peace, it is but juſtice to Mr. Burke to 
ſay, he has never fled from. He is in this perfectly 
conſiſtent with himſelf; he, of courſe, does not 
agree with the plan I am ſuggeſting, becauſe he pro- 
poſes no peace with France, becauſe he thinks the 
peace of the world would be ſacrificed by its attain- 
ment: but if he could once be brought to agree 
that peace was deſirable, I would be contented to 
ſtand or tall as he ſubſcribed to what I am propoſing. 
Grant but the premiſes of his late writings, and all 
his deductions are full of the ſame vigour, and light- 
ed up with the ſame eloquence, which diſtinguiſh 
every thing he has written. It is his falſe premiſes 
only, that leads him aſtray, and make ſuch havoc in 
the world. But miniſters have no ſort of excuſe 
for their conduct; they profeſs to be ſincere in de- 
_ firing peace, yet they refuſe to purſue the only me- 
thods by which, between man and man, or between 
nation and nation, it ever was, or ever can be per- 
manently ſecured. 
I bave no more doubt than I entertain of my own 
exiſtence, than that if France ſaw a change in the 
Britiſh councils, and with that change a conſequent 
renunciation of the ſyſtem which produced the war, 
and which, though no longer avowed, notoriouſly 
obſtructs its termination, the face of things would 
be entirely altered. The conſequences of our miſ- 
guided councils would no doubt load the negotiati- 
on, under whatever auſpices it might be produced. 
The ſtrong poſition which France has obtained, and 
the neceſſity to which England has reduced herſelf 
from the war, mult be expected to be felt in the 
peace, whenever or by whomſoever it ſhall be made. 
But I look leſs to the terms, which I foreſee will raiſe 
the dithculties, and which beſides, may be ſmoothed 


and 
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and rounded by the ſpirit of conciliation, than 1 
look to the future eſtects which that ſpirit would 
produce; to the ſolidity of the peace which would 
be foſtered under its wings ; to the return of that 
good will and the liberal confidence between nati- 
ons, by which the proſperity of each ſtrikes down 
freſn roots to the proſperity of all. Depend upon 
it, where peace is preſerved, and its true ſpirit culti- 
vated, the world is large enough ior all the nations 
which compole it. As they multiply in numbers, 
and increaſe in arts and improvements, traffic only 
becomes more extenſive and complicated; and 
traffic amongſt nations is like traffic amongſt indivi- 
duals, he who has the greateſt capital, and the beſt 
lituation for trade, ſtarts with an advantage which 
only imprudence can deltroy. 

This is (till the ſituation of Great Britain. Her 
immenſe capital taken with all its mortgages, and 
her vaſt poſſeſſions in every quarter of the globe, 
would get the ſtart of all Europe, toſs it and tumble 
it, and divide it as you will, ſo as peace only can be 
preſerved. It is war following war, and accumulat- 
ing revenue, their inſeparable companions, that 
alone can deſtroy, and which has already nearly ac- 
compliſhed the deſtruction of Great Britain. 

There is another ſuperior advantage attending 
this liberal ſyſtem of pacification, which, in former 
times would have ſunk deep into the feelings of 
Engliſhmen. The nation would ſuffer no humilia- 
tion, though mini/ters would be diſgraced. Such a 
peace would be a peace of liberal choice, not, as we 
look forward to it at preſent, of baffled neceſſity. 
The peace of a free and independent nation, lament- 
ing the errors and ſufferings of freedom, holding 
torth her ample ſhield to protect it everywhere, and 
laying the foundation of a tranquillity, which deſ- 
potiſm never more ſhould diſturb. Compared with 
{uch a proceeding, what is the wreſting of the ſea- 
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ports of Oſtend and Antwerp, from France, in order 
to reſtore them to the Emperor, who in the tranſiti- 
ons of things, may be the enemy of England to-mor- 
row, whilſt France may be her ally. 

The aſcendancy of France hereafter in the ſcale 
of Europe, whatever may be the ultimate terms of 
E tranquillity, muſt be always ſo very powerful, 
rom the fertility and extent of her territory, her 
immenſe population, and the active genius of her 
people, that her relation to England can never be 
indifferent. She mult always be a moſt deſirable 
ally, or a moſt formidable enemy. If we were truly 
friends upon liberal principles, war muſt for a cen- 
tury be baniſhed from the earth: if we continue at 
variance, from contemptible prejudices, it muſt be 
drowned in blood. When the complicated and 
claſhing intereſts of two great countries, almoſt 
joined together, are contemplated, the various cauſes 
of quarrel which intereſt might ſow, which jealouſy 
might quicken, and which falſe pride mult be al- 
ways ripening into war, humanity ſhrinks back from 
conſideration of the future. It is not for a very 
private man, like me, with no talents for a ſtateſ- 
man, and engaged beſides in the purſuits of a molt 
laborlous profeſſion, to comprehend, in my view, the 
detailed intereſts of Great Britain as they in- 
terſect the intereſts of France. But this I will ſay 
diſtinctly, that I would not accept the compleateſt 
knowled: ge of all of them, nor the highelt ſtation 
to bring them into action, unleſs I was conſcious of 
poſſeſſing, at the ſame time, the principles and the 
temper of turning them to the benefit of my coun- 
try. 

Without peace, and peace on a permanent baſis, 
this nation, Wich. all the trade which the world will 
furniſh, cannot ſupport her eſtabliſhments, and muſt 
paſs through baniruptcy into the jaiys of revolution, 
All the qualifications of Britiſh [tateir, zen for details 
and management are therefore frivolous and con- 
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temptible, when compared with thoſe which fit them 
for poage- makers 3 and for its guardianſhip when it is 
made. Cunaing and haughtineſs are no paris of 
this character. Peace: makers, to denote their hu- 
mility and ſimplicity are ſtiled the chil of Gad. 
For their own exaltation, our miniſters have ſuffici- 

ently humbled their country: let them at leaſt take 
it by turns, and, that their country may now be ex- 
alted, Ict them humble themſelves. 

That an honourable peace might even now be 
obtained, if rationally and hone<{tly purſued, every 
ſuccecding account eſtabliſhes and confirms. Pro- 
ceedings now prevoke the indignation of the 
enligl. tencd part of that nation, which not long ago 
n have been a ſignal for enthuſiaſtic approba- 
tion. What was formerly a ſavage feſtival is now 
a endured as a political commemoration, and 

2 fee her public councils, even in the firſt tranſ- 
Dolls of their unexampled yictories, hailing them 
as the harbingers of univerſal tranquillity. 

But a peace alone would not ſecure Great Britain, 
in the preſent fate of the world, as the war has leſt 
it. She muſt prepare to redeem herſelf from her 
burdens, and from the cor ruptions which occafſion- 
ed them, by the nableſt acts of fortirude and ſelf- 
dopial, and by the moſt rigid ſyſtem of ceconomy : 
every exPence that is uſeleſs or inconvenient mult 
pe put down : the reſources of the country muſt be 
fired and examined to the bottom, and the revenue 
„held by their molt judicious application. But no 
Weill in ſnance, nor even integrity in a miniſter, can 

:comeiith theſc zreat objects, without creating in 
all ranks and claſſes of the. people a deep and warm 
interelt in the ſupporting additional burdens, and 
an cnthullalm in the conſtitution which protects 
tion in their rights. 

This le Of ins is abſ 8 incompatible 
Willi tie who internal fyilem ei policy adopted by 
the 
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the preſent adminiſtration. It is in vain to think of 
even attempting the renovation of our country 
upon a principle of diſtruſt and terror of the very 
inhabitants which compole it. The only remedy 
againſt mobs is to extend to the multitude the full 
privileges of a people. To give awful dignity and 
ſecurity to the Commons of England, let every man 
who has a houſe over his head have the proud ſen— 
ſation that he is preſent in it by deputation. The 
alarm of ſuch a change, even though made by Par- 
liament itſelf in the benevolence and juſtice of its 
dilpenſations, has always appeared to me very extra- 
ordinary. But its reception with enlizhtened men 
is wholly unaccountable. The ſtrength and ſecuri— 
ty of government, by the breadth of a popular baſis, 
is confirmed by all experience, and by the univerſal 
analogies of things. 1 
When a government emanates from the whole 
people, when the delegation, which forms the ha- 
lance to its wiſely fixed executive, is fulliciently 
mutable to prevent an agency from degeneratin, 
into a controul, and ſufficiently extended to be the 
organ of univerſal will, the clubs and ſocieties and 
conventions which have frightened us out of our 
ſenſes, could not in the nature of things exilt, 
When the people themſelves actually chule the po- 
pular branch of the legiſlature, that forms the con- 
troul upon the other parts of it, which are, for the 
wiſeſt purpoſes, put out of their own choice by 
other modifications, and where that choice is made 
for a very limited ſeaſon, upon what principle can 
rebellion exiſt againſt ſuch a Parliament, and who, 
in God's name, are to be the rebels? How can a 
people be brought to reſiſt a voluntary emanation 
from themſelves? By the operation of what vice or 
infirmity will they pull down the legiſlative organ of 
their own will? Even if ſuch a body ſhould occa- 
fionally betray its truſt, the remedy is at hand with- 
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out tumult or revolution; the agency expires by the 
lorms of the conſtitution, and a better is appointed 
in its ſtead. The bad paſſions of men will, it is 
true, work up factions in the ſtate, but factions, 
where there is a broad and general repreſentation, 
are like waves which riſe in the ocean and ſink 
again inſenſibly into its boſom; it is only when con- 
fined and obſtructed that they daſh into foam, and 
deſtroy by the impetuoſity of their courſe. 

This was preciſely the caſe in France. Until 
there was a juſt and legitimate repreſentation of the 
people, controuling the other modifications of a go- 
vernment, no matter how conſtituted, clubs and 
knots of men ſpread terror and confuſion, and the 
people ſupported them; becauſe they were repreſent- 
ed in thoſe clubs and factions, or not repreſented at 
all. They had no other ſecurity againſt tyranny 
than by a general organization of their authority, 


and the public humours therefore ſettled into fac- FTE 
tions. For this ſtate of ſociety there was no poſlible F 


cure but legitimate power proceeding from the peo- 
ple. When force and violence were attempted, 
they only inflamed the diſtemper ; but when the 
cauſe was removed by a genuine organ of the pub- 
lic choice, the clubs decayed and fell to pieces. 
Miſguided men were no doubt diſpoſed to continue 
them, but the people at /arge, having then no 
longer any intereſt in ſupporting their authorities, 
they were every where put down without a ſtruggle: 
and now, whatever faults or imperfections may be 
aſcribed to the government of France, it is certainly 
not one of them, that its operations are controuled 
or menaced by meetings of the people; and if its 
authority is to be imputed to great power and ty- 
ranny, it ſhews at leaſt that the ſtrength of govern- 
ment has nothing to fear from an extended repre- 


ſentation. 
This 
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This is not the form or faſhion of ſoeiety in a 
particular nation, or in a ſingular conjuncture, but 
it is the univerial law which pervades civil life 
throughout all regions and in all ages; and not civil 
life only, but the life of all created things, and the 
exiſtence of the whole material world. It is the 
free tranſmiſſion of that, which conſtitutes ſub- 
ſtances throughout all the parts which compoſe 
them, that alone can preſerve them. 

The humours of the human body which occa- 
ſionally deform its beauty, and impair its ſtrength, 
are not in themſelves diſeaſes, but indications that 
the body is generally diſeaſed : they are but the 
poiſoned ſymptoms of imperfe& circulation, and 
the cure muſt be conducted accordingly. If their 
diſperſion is attempted without touching their 
cauſes, they diſappear, it is true, from the furface, 
and the medical, like the political quack, is ap- 
plauded ; but the true phyſician diſcovers only in 
this apparent reſtoration the {ure prognoſtic of death. 
Science, therefore, cominences its reformation in 
the primary ſeat of vital movements; it ſets free 
the juices throughout all the capillaries of the body, 
and without a knife or an embrocation, the ſores in- 
ſenſibly dry up, convert themſelves into duſt, and 


the lazar riſes from his couch. In the ſame man- 


ner, when the ſap which belongs to the entire {truc- 
ture of the vegetable kingdom, is obſtructed in its 
courſe to the remoteſt branches of every plant that 
grows, it is not merely theſe defrauded branches 
which periſh; the trunk itſelf that monopolizes the 
nouriſhment of which it ought only to be the con- 
duit, is ſpeedily encruſted with canker, and con- 
ſumed to its very root. Even the inanimate maſs of 
matter exiſts by the ſame rules. It is ſome univer- 
ſal though hidden union which holds its ſubſtances 
together; and whenever from any cauſe it is imped- 
ed or deſtroyed, their ſurfaces become covered with 
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deleterious incruſtations, which, in proceſs of time, 
will diſſolve the hardeſt of them, until their atoms 
are ſcattered to the wind. 


The ruling principle of the preſent moment is 


moſt naturally the terror of revolution, and wiſdom, 
therefote, directs our view to its cauſes; becauſe, 
without that conſideration, we may be running 
upon danger in our very zeal to eſcape from it. 
The cauſes of revolutions are within reach of every 
body, if pride would ſtoop to regard them. What- 
ever may be the original defects of civil eſtabliſh- 
ments, hiſtory affords tew examples of violent 
changes (otherwiſe than by conqueſt), except when 
they groſsly degenerate from their principles, what- 
ever they may be. All primitive governments are, 
to a great degree, founded in ſocial freedom, howe- 
ver defectively it may be ſecured. A ſpirit of liber- 
ty and equality pervaded even the vallalage of the 
feodal conquerors of Europe. Undue delegation of 
wer and occaſional abuſe of it only ſerved to rouſe 
unadulterated man to an early and timely aſſertion 
of himſelf. The former changes in ſociety were, 
therefore, dignified and merciful. But corruption 
brutifies and debaſes ; her votaries are ſtupidly in- 
ſenſible, and, as this contagion muſt, in the nature 
of things, ſtop ſhort of the great maſs of the peo- 
ple, the multitude ſeparated from their ſuperiors 
are of courſe the indignant reformers; and the 
lazy, profligate, bloated abuſers of rational and 
uſeful eminence are knocked on the head like ſeals 
whom the tide has left ſleeping upon the ſhore. 

This is the clue to the wonders that ſurround us. 
Human nature is preciſely the ſame. It is the cor- 
ruption of eſtabliſhments, ten thouſand times worſe 
than the rudeſt dominion of tyranny, which has 
changed, and is changing, the face of the modern 
world. The old Parliament of France had no re- 
ſemblance to the modern parliament of Paris when 


monarchy 


monarchy fell to the ground. The States of Hol. 
land, under the immortal Prince of «Orange, were 
loſt in every thing but the name when the French 
croſſed the Waal to deſtroy them, aud it was not the 
freezing of the river that ſ:cured the conqueſt, but 
becauſe the hearts of the inhabitants were frozen by 
the abuſes of their government. In the ſame man- 
ner the Netherlands paſſed away from the Emperor. 
The fcycuſe entree of the good Duke of Burgundy 
had been for centuries nibbled away by monopo- 
lies and reſtrictions before the Belgians even mur- 
mured againſt his authority This venerable con- 
ſtitution was offered to be reſtored at laſt : but 
the offer was too late, ag all offers muſt neceſſarily 
be when they proceed from thoſe who can no 
longer keep what they are ready from neceſlity to 
rant. Such were the conceſſions of Charles the 
Firſt to his parliament; of Great Britain to Me- 
rica; and of France, when her notables were"aſ- 
ſembled. Even the horſe knows when his rider 
ſtrokes his neck from affection or from fear. 

The ſubje& propoſed is now brovght to its con- 
cluſion. Deeply impreſſed with its importance, of 
which indeed every hour that pailes is furniſhing 
ſome new and awtul example, I have given my ob- 
ſervations, defective as they are, openly and with- 
out reſerve to the public, and I have ventured to 
ſubſcribe them with my name, at the riſk of the 
many calumnies which they are ſure to draw down 
upon me. My opinions concerning the advantage 
of a radical reformation in tne repreſentation of the 
Houſe of Commons have been expreſſed from no 
diſreſpect for that high aſſembly, to which I owe a 
reverence and a duty, both as a member and a ſub- 


ject, but from a molt ſincere and cqual attachment 


to all the branches of the conſtitution. They may 
long flouriſh together, if they will always be con- 


tented to hold their own places in the ſyſtem which 
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gave them birth. It can only be from an attempt 
to change or to enlarge them that a ſcuffle may 
enſue, in which all of them may be uſurped. 

I am perfectly aware that every thing I have writ- 
ten will be ineffectual for the preſent; the cloud 
that hangs over us is as yet too thick to be pene- 
trated by a light ſo feeble. It is much eaſier to 
ſcourge vice than to diſſipate error. Indolent in- 
difference, timorous inactivity, and miſtaken vir- 
tue, are great cauſes of our preſent misfortunes ; 
they apply to ten times the number of thoſe who 
are materially affected by ſelf-intereſt; and of the 
three the laſt is by far tte moſt miſchievous; not 
only becaufe principles of energy are more dan- 
gerous than thoſe which incline men to be paſſive, 
but becauſe there is ſomething awful and faſcinating 
in zirtue, however miſguided, and however deſtruc- 
tive from its errors. The truth is, we were ſud- 
denfy placed by the moſt extraordinary events in a 
new fituation, both as it regarded our moral feel- 
ings as good men, and vur prudence as enlightened 
members of civil life. 

The conjuncture I allude to, under any circum- 
ſtances, would have been a ſtumbling block to many; 
coming in critical aid of the deſperate projects of 
ambition and corruption, it became for a ſeaſon irre- 


fiſtible; it ſtill continues to be dangerouſly powerful, 


but it will inſenſibly wear away. I have had a 
thouſand opportunities of obſerving its influence 
amongſt thoſe valuable claſſes of men who take the 
deepelt intereſt in whatever appears to be connected 
with the moral order of the world. Propenſities fo 
perfectly worthy deſerve a greater reward than man 
can confer on them; but they are apt, without 
great caution, to lead men beyond the ſphere of 
their duties, as every thing mult neceſſarily be 


which is wholly beyond the limits of our contracted 


powers. The extravagance of pious but miſdirect- 
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ed zeal may work as much) evil as the outrages of 
impiety. Men become may] from, arrogance and 
preſumption, when they pfeſume to decide upon 
conſequences far beyond the teach of human fore- 
caſt, and they become wicked to a degree, from 
which nothing but madneſs ought to ward off pu- 
niſhment, when they ſupport in their own country 
the groſſeſt abuſes, and the moſt ruinous waſte of 
the reſources of future ages, under ihe pretence of 
arreſting thoſe mighty and never ceaſing changes of 
the world, the conſequences of which no mortal 
ſtrength can ſubdue, and which are as much be- 
yond our capacities as they are foreign to our con- 
cerns. | 

From ſuch extraordinary conjunctures much 
better fruits may be gathered by a modeſt gaafide- 
ration of them, as furniſhing the moſt awful nd in- 
ſtructive leſſons for our conduct and reformation. 

The French revolution, by ſhewing the irreſiſtible 
force of popular zeal and fury, may be expected 
to teach the regular governments of the world to 
beware how they provoke them by acts of injuſtice 
and oppreſſion, or by the gradual ſliding of political 
eſtabliſhments from the great protective ends of 
their inſtitutions. It may inculcate the wiſdom of 
moderate and inſenſible changes, as the mutable and 
periſhable nature of all ſocial eſtabliſhments may re- 
quire them ; and, above all, it may remind them of 
a truth quite univerſal and incontrovertible, but 
which ſeems to be too little adverted to, that when 
men are really happy under their governments, they 
never puſh their reaſonings upon political theorics 
to extravagant concluſtons, much leis combine to 


reduce them by force into practice, at the hazard 


of all the horrors and ſufferings, which to ſome ex- 


tent or other, every revolution muſt unavoidably 
, 


produce, | 
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To the governed the leſſon may not be the leſs 


momentous. It may ſerve as a warning to the in- 


habitants of all natioys not /uddenly to puſh the re- 
formations of ſociety/beyond the pitch of prudence 
and the analogies of experience; to conſider go- 
vernment as a practical thing, rather to build upon 
the foundations laid by the united wiſdom of ſocial 
man, improving upon the model of the riſing lights 
of the world, than to aſſume at once the exerciſe 
and practice of their full rights, merely becauſe the 
rights unqueſtionably belong to them, inſtead of 
conſenting by inſenſible and peaceable operations 
to adopt ſuch changes and modifications of popular 
authority as may anſwer the full purpoſes of ſocial 
ſecurity and happineſs : but, above all, it may ſerve, 
as wigh the voice and force of thunder, to fink deep 
into Te hearts both of princes and people never to 
ſuffer their ſupport of human authority, or their 
zeal for the correction of its abuſes, however defir- 
able or important, to ſuperſede that ſyſtem of be- 
nevolence towards our fellow creatures, the firſt 
and grand precept of our religion, whoſe obſervance 
is the key-ſtone of human happineſs, and whoſe 
breach is the ſource of all the miſeries which afffict 
and agitate the world. 

Thele are the leflons which it may be expected 
to teach to every nation as conſidered by itſelf. 
For the regulation of ſeparate communities in their 
concerns with others, tuture ages will probably, 
looking back to the diſtracted councils of Great 
Britain during this unparalleled criſis, have reſort to 
them as a negative example of prudent government. 
It will teach particular ſtates to confine their inter- 
ference with the affairs of other countries within 
the bounds which they are calculated to ſecure their 
own territories and independence. It will cauſe 


tbem to beware how they arrogantly aſſume to 


themſelves, againſt the firſt laws of nature, and the 
obvious 
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obvious plans of Providence in the progreflive 
changes of the world, the right of arreſting the 
awful and majeſtic courſe of freedom contendin 
againſt uſurped authority, whatever may be the fury 
or irregularity of its courſe. It will alfo ſerve to 
remind the rulers of nati.ons in the neighbourhood 
of changes ariſing from abuſes of authority, that 
abuſes of authority are the conſtant forerunners 
of changes, and the cauſes by which they are pro- 
duced. 
There is one further and laſt example to be de- 


rived to future ages from the preſent fortunes of 


Great Britain, which it reſts with the people of 
England to furniſh the world. By coming forward 
at this moment with prudence and with order, with 
a ſubmiſſion which wiſdom diCtates to every people 
to their eſtabliſhed government, but with a firmneſs 


which at the ſame time reminds that government 


that it exiſts only for their benefit and by their con- 


ſent, they may yet preſerve their country. This © 


majeſtic and c@amanding conquct, will demonſtrate 
to future times, and to other nations, that there is 
no ſtate of adverſity which ought to reduce a great 
people to deſpair; that national adverſity cannot 
even exiſt for any long ſeaſon, but from wicked 
miſgovernment, and ſhameful ſubmiſſion to it; and 
that the advantage of our free conſtitution (well 
worthy of all the blood that has been ſhed for it, 
and which may yet be ſhed to preſerve it) is, that 
it poſſeſſes within itſelf the means of its own refor- 
mation; inſuring to its ſubjects an exemption from 
revolution, the worſt of all poſlible evils, except that 
confirmed eſtabliſhment of tyranny and oppreſſion 
for which there is no other cure. 


F. 


THE END. 
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